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THE EIGHTH ALL-INDIA LIBRARY CO) CE. 

The Nagpur Session of the All-India Library Conference was the 
first session held from January 20th to 23rd in free India. The Con- 
vocatic2 Hall of the Nagpur University was packed to its capacity 
when the Conference opened under the Presidentship of Dr.S. R. 
Ranganathan. More than 200 delegates from all over the Country and 
about 3,000 visitors attended the Conference. 


The Conference was inaugurated by His Excellency Shri Mangaldas 
Pakvasa, Governor, C. P- & Berar. In his inaugural address, His 
Excellency said that it was necessary to see the library movement in the 
correct perspactive. In his opinion the m>vemant should aim at heiping 
the people of this country to live happily. People did not rightly 
understand the significance of a library. Some thought that huge 
stocks of books and massive buildings meant a library. But it was 
not so. It m2ant many things more. It is a store-house of knowledge 
and a beacon of light. 


His Excellency made a strong plea for taking the light of this 
movement to the millions of people who lived inthe villages far from 
civilisation. India’s literacy was a thing of which we could not be 
proud. The vast majority which was illiterate mostly lived in the 
villages. 

The Governor however, said that the library movement could 
not grow without the progress of literacy and as such both literacy and 
library movement were closely interdependent and closely connected. One 
was useless without the other. He said almost every Provincial Govern- 
m2nt was imoarting social education ia the villages and it was simul- 
taneously with this that the library movement should spread itself. 








His Excellency also emphasised the need of selecting proper books 


for the people in the villages. In his opinion they should be supplied 
with such books as would help them in their professions so that they 
could make further progress. He thought that like the United Kingdom it 
should be made obligatory on the part of the local bodies to have libraries 
for public use. 


Concluding he said that today every scheme or plan should serve as 
a spiritual and idealistic guide to the teeming millions of the country and 
as such all such movements must progress on the correct lines keeping in 
view the welfare of the villages. ? 


* * 


Our readers will finda special supplement containing Dr. S. R. 
Ranganathan’s Presidential Address attached to this Number. The 
‘Welcome Speech’ of Lt.-Col. Pt. K. L. Dubey, Vice-Chancellor and Chair- 
man, Reception Committee is also reproduced. 


* * * 


Along with the Conference an exhibition of manuscripts, rare 
books, Indian and foreign publications of the day, Library Literature 
and demonstration on binding of books and periodicals was arranged. 
All the publications were -well displayed by Shri G. N. Bhawalker, 
Librarian, Victoria Technical Institute Scientific Library, Nagpur. 
The Exhibition was opened by His Excellency the Governor just after 
the conclusion of the first session of the Conference. 


* * * * 


The Nagpur Conference is another landmark in our history. 
Messages of goodwill were received from His Excellency 
Shri C. Rajagopalachari, Governor-General of India, Governor of 
Madras, The Hon’ble Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru. Prime Minister of India 
The Hon’ble Dr. Maulana Abul Kalam Azad, Education Minister, 
Government of India, Prime Minister of Bombay, Minister for Education, 
Madras and United Provinces, the Viee-Chancellors of Delhiand Aligarh 
Universities and from the U. 8. A. and Great Britain. 


* * ‘ * 
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A new constitution drafted by Dr. S. R. Ranganathan was adopted 
with minor changes. Many topics of interest to the profession were 
discussed and resolutions passed. Special mention, however, must be 
made to the one which came under discussion, and which was_ thoro- 
ughly examined from every angle by the delegates. It was the trans- 
lation of ‘Library Terms’ in the regional languages of the Country. A 
Sub-Committee was appointed with Mr. B. S. Kesawan. Librarian, 
National Library, Calcutta, as its Convener. 





* * * 


The -All-India Library Conference concluded its 3-day session 
with a delightful parting function when the Y. M.C. A., the South 
Indian Ladies Club the Teachers Training College and artists of the 
city jointly treated the delegates-to a variety -entertainment on the 
evening of 22nd January. 


The function was entirely successful cap-a-pie and was organised 
by Mr. Jonathan Stevenson. 


The top honours of the evening were carried away by the three 
Misses Rodrigues whose comic hit “Jaggarao”’ literally blew the spec- 
tators off their feet and shook the hall with “gales of laughter.” 

The evening began with selections from Y.M.C.A. orchestra delight- 
fully played, followed by another earful of melodious stringing by the 
South Indian Ladies. The kite dance, presented next by Amar Dramatic 
Troupe, was very entertaining and novel in concept; Miss Inez Rodrigues 
doing her part specially well. 


Then came the juiciest show of the evening. Miss Eula : Rodrigues 
and Miss Cochita Rodrigues with Miss Inez Rodrigues at piano did the 
comic piece ‘Jaggarao’, who was the son of Subbarao and who we 
were told, 

“In ten years passed his B.A. 

And passed it ANYHOW ! ” 


As each fresh stanza was sung by the girls marching to and from 
across the stage, to the accompaniment of twists and twirls of hands 
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and rhythmic stepping, like in one of those Hollywoodian musical 
comedies wave after wave of laughter burst in the hall and literally 
smothered the audience. 


Another performance which was ably done was a dramatic exposi- 
tion of the way the rustic Kunbis of Goa spend their evenings at home, 
blissfully ignorant of the prohibition. The cast included Mark D’Costa, 
Ludovie Ferrao, Hector D’Souza, Miss Thelma Ferne, Miss Imelda Ferrao 
and the inevitable Rodrigues sisters of ‘Jaggarao’ fame, all of whom 
did their parts ably. 

“Haunted house,” a two-men and one-ghost farce done by Messrs 
Alfred Mosses, Zakaria and Sathe, also provoked much laughter. 


Another performance which came in for much applause was the 
dramatic rendering of the well-known story of the Persian couple Abu 
and his wife who finding themselves financially broken tried to secure 
help from the Kalif and his queen by feigning death. Mr. Leo Nonohna 
played Abu while Miss Hetty Paul acted his wife. Miss Paul exhibited 
rare talents in her portrayal of the typical oriental woman and her 
frisking, charming moods and ways. 


Other items included delightful Satar and Violin solos by Messrs 
S. Lawrence and M. Timothy respectively. 


* * * * 


The Nagpur Session of the Conference was, indeed, a great success, 
the credit for which goes to the Reception Committee. The Boarding and 
lodging arrangements for the delegates were satisfactory. In spite of the 
heavy agenda of the Conference the Reception Committee made adequate 
arrangements to show the delegates round the city and to Ramtek, the 
historical place about 35 miles away from the city. 


* * * * 


We congratulate the Members of the Reception Committee parti- 
cularly Lt. Col. Pt. K. L. Dubey, Vice-Chancellor and Chairman, Reception 
Committee, Shri Y.M. Mullay, brain behind the Conference, Prof. A. 
Avasthi, Mr. J. Stevenson,and Mr. P.S  Phadke, local secretaries, for 
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the persona] interest they took in providing comforts tothe delegates 
and in meeting their demands inspite of their being divided in two camps. 
The success of the Conference was,to a large measure, due to 
the selfless and devoted service of these gentlemen for which we offer 
them our sincere gratitude. 


* * * * 


Mr. S. Das Gupta, M.A., Librarian, Delhi University Library, Delhi, 
was elected as the Honorary General Secretary. The Office of the INDIAN 
LIBRARY ASSOCIATION has also been shifted from Calcutta to the 
Delhi University Library. 


* * * * 


Special Libraries Section of the I. L. A. 


The ‘Special libraries’ for the benefit of which the Section is planned 


are technical, commercial. legislative, reference, municipal, and public 
welfare libraries’. 


The aims and objects of the Section are :— 
To promote the establishment of Special Libraries in India. 


To promote the Special Libraries movement in all its 
aspects in India and to promote interest in Special Libraries 
among scientists and other interested in Special Libraries. 


To promote, aidand improve the technique of work in Special 
Libraries and foster research in Special Library Science. 


To assist institutions and organizations who may solicit help or 
advice on matters regarding Special Libraries. 


To improve the status of Special Librarians and to promote the 
welfare of all workers in Special Libraries. 


To promote and secure scholarships and bursaries for the remunera- 
tion and training of persons engaged upon research in Special 
Library Science, 


To Publish any books, periodicals or bulletins for facilitating the 
co-ordination and systematic use of sources of knowledge and 
information in all sciences, industries and commerce. 


To promote the formation of Special Libraries Informations Bureaux. 
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To hold periodical meetings and conferences as may from time to time 
be considered expedient to promote the objects of the Section. 

To co-operate with other bodies in undertaking general Publicity 
on behalf of Special Libraries as well as Science. 

To co-operate, maintain and promote relationships with all Special 

Libraries Association : in India and abroad. 


India has more than 300 Special Libraries. The time is not far 
distant when no office of the government or of the public will 
be complete without a reference collection of books, directories and 
manuals and when most great engineering industrial, commercial and 
financial firms will consider an efficient office library an indispensable 


part of their equipment, 


All information regarding the ‘Special Libraries Section’ can be had 
from Dr. G. T. Kale, D. Se. Librarian, INDIAN LNSTITUTE OF SCIENCE 


LIBRARY, BANGALORE. 








Our Library Supplies, Lpadi- 


ional or quality, are complete 
and standard lor every phase 


of routine work. 

Accession Register, Borrowers’ 
Register, Book Plates, Book Cards 
Dating Slips, Catalogue and 
Shelfiist Cards, Borrowers’ Cards, 
Labels, Periodicals & Newspapers 
Record Cards. 

SEND FOR FREE SAMPLES AND 
LITERATURE 


MEHRA & Co., 
Library Requistes Suppliers. 
BAHADURGARMEM ROAD, 
Apposite Deputy Ganj, 


OE u'KT. 





Your Library Needs | 





SER Ee OR SCHOOL - ROOM Maps. 


: GLOBES CHARTS. 
sca STATIONERY - OUTLINE 
* DEMONSTRATION MAPS, 
= CHALKS-BLACK BOARD- 
% 


INSTRUMENT BOXES & 
RUBBER STAMPS. 
Authors are invited to correspond 
for printing and distribution of thetr 
works on royalty or commission. 


ALWAYS WRITE TO :- 


CLIFTON & COMPANY, 


Educational Publishers & Suppliers, 
ORIGINAL. ROAD. KAROL BAGH 


DELr-H! 
Branch : Telegrams : 
Kamdar Chamber. ‘*Mapstraget”’, 
Sion-Bombay-722. 


New Delhi. 





Please Mention The Indian Librarian, when Answering Advertisements 


90 


INDIAN LIBRARIAN 














CONFERENCE SECRETARIES 








Mr. J. STEVENSJN Mr. P. S. PHADKE 











Mr. A. AVASTHI 














LT. COL. PT K. L. DUBEY 
VICE CHANCELLOR 
& 
CHAIRMAN 
RECEPTION COMMITTEE 











LT. COL. PANDIT K. L. DUBEY’S 
WELCOME SPEECH 


On behalf of Nagpur University, the Local Reception Committee 
and all lovers of books in the Central Provinces and Berar,I offer a 
warm welcome to the President and Delegates of the Eighth Session of 
the All-India Library Conference. 


The library movement in India is now gathering momentum and 
I am confident that it will not be very long before we shall have a net 
work of academic arteries in the form of national system of libraries, 
that will be worthy of the land that has ever prided itself on being a 
treasury of humen culture. The progress of nations in modern times has 
had two distinguishing features viz., democracy and science or knowledge. 
What the modern library movement seeks to achieve is the 
democratisation of knowledge. In doing so, it is concerned not merely 
with the preservation aid supply of books in the most efficient manner 
possible: the function of Libraries is not restricted to devising ways and 
means for meeting the scholars’ and the general readers’ reading wants. 
It has also a greater function to perform viz., not merely to supply but to 
create academic wants, to make both the scholar and the common man 
feel that there are fields of knowlebge of which ‘they have had little 
knowldge so far and there are books through which these new fields can 
be made easily accessible. The Library movement is an attempt to 
create a devine discontent, a yearning for self-study among all and than 
to forge effective instruments for it through books. It is true that un- 
less we provide the necessary foundation by spread of literacy and social 
education, there shall be no ground for libraries to stand upon. But it is 
equally true that we shall have built all our foundations in vain, if we do 
not, at the same time take steps to ensure that the foundations do not 
crack and fall and to start preparations for the super-structure which, in 
the last resort, is the justification of the foundatons themselves. 


The number of libraries in our province is small and even that 
principal public library of the Province - I mean the Nagpur University 
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Library which has rarely refused permission for use of its books to any 


person outside the University even that Library can hardly justify even 
after its existence of twenty-three years, its great title. The Library 
is still at a stage when its authorities are still required to depend much 
more on their own patience and faith in the worthiness of its cause 
and the generosity of the public authorities in future than on the 
Provincial purse of today. 


I am glad and proud that the Nagpur Session of this Conference 
has, inspite of our short-comings, attracted as many as one hundred and 
eighty delegates. This assembly of the representatives of libraries 
from all over India will,-I am confident-give the necessary impetus to 
the cause of libraries in India. 


‘ 

Our President Dr. S. R. Ranganathan the tallest among the 
Librarians of India is the back-bone of the Indian Library 
Association. He has not only made great contribution to the science, 
art and shall I say in the best sense of the word to the politics of Indian 
Libraries, but his contribution has been largely won recognition both in 
India and abroad. Indian Universites are known to be slow in recognising 
new fields of knowledge, but it isa matter of joy and honour for all 
those associated with universities and libraries that the University 
of the capital of India has recognized the value of library science for the 
nation by conferring on Dr. Ranganathan the honorary degree Doctor of 
Letters for his great work in library science. Dr. Ranganathan is by no 
means a stranger to Nagpur. He has helped us in the past by personally 
studying the problems of the Nagpur University Library and preparing 
an authoritative plan for its development in future. Once again, we offer 
him the warmest welcome in our midst to day andI am confident that 
under his presidency the deliberations of the Conference will be fully 


successful. 


| now request Your Excellency to inaugurate this Eighth Session 
of the All-India Library Conference and honour us all by declaring the 


Conference open. 
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LOOKING AT THE NAGPUR CONFERENCE 
OBSERVATIONS 


D.N. Marshall,— Librarian, University Library, Bombay. 


As the Eighth Session of the All India Library Conference 
was being held after a long interval, the session was looked forward 
to with more than the usual interest. And actually a very large - unus- 
ually large,-number attended the session held at Nagpur on the 20th, 21st 
& 22nd January, 1949. Arrangements for the reception of delegates, 
their accommodation and boarding taxed undoubtedly the local 
resources but every one rose to the occasion. Thanks are due to the 
Government of the Central Provinces, the authorities of the University of 
Nagpur, the large number of volunteers who exerted their best under the 
able guidance of the local secretaries, and to the citizens of this 


rapidly advancing centre. 


The proceedings began with all solemnity in the distinguished 
presence of the Governor of the Province and the elite of the local soci- 
iety who had gathered together to do honour to the humble library 
workers and to give encouragement to their important mission. Soon 
after the formal inaugural proceedings were over, there was the eighth 
general meeting of the Indian Library Association with Dr. Rangan- 
athan in the Chair. His masterly presidential address, delivered earlier 
in the evening, in its contents and manner of delivery was so excellent 
that its anesthetic influence was still pervading the atmosphere when 
he moved from the chair his proposal for the revision of the constitu- 
tion. And lo : intwo hours, the Indian Library Association was 
clothed in a new garb, the product of the mind and energy of the 
indcfatigable President. 


The next day opened with the reading of papers. Here too Dr. 
Ranganathan set the ball rolling and gave his plans of national and 
provincial legislation and indicated the lines on which library develo- 
pment in this country should progress. Though, this year, more time 


was devoted to papers, vet the President had to make his own selections 
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and apart from the fact that very few papers were read in extenso, there 

was no time for the vigorous discussion that should follow each paper. 

It was unfortunate that the papers were not available to members as 

they had not been printed and circulated. Only synopsis thereof had 

been printed and circulated. In the afternoon reading of papers conti- 

nued followed by a group photograph and an At Home in the pleasant 

grounds of the University. After dusk, there was a display of films 
on Atomic Physics andon Rochester Library in the U.S. A. This was 
a very instructive item of programme. It showed in no uncertain fashion 

the very effective way in which the present/day advances in audio-visual 
devices can be utilised for educational purposes. In the libraries of 
the future these devices are bound to play a very prominent part and 
introduce variety in the library contents, at the same time calling -upon 
the resourcefulness of a librarian to a greater extent than at present. 


The morning of the last day was entirely occupied by elections. 
The introduction of the revised constitution and its. implementation 
iecessitated almost unrestrained disregard of the rules and it was evident 
that at the next elections some well thought out procedure will have to 
be devised to ensure adherence to proper legal formalities and the 
secrecy of the ballot. Inthe elections too, the President scored thump- 
ingly, indicating the confidence he enjoyed of the members, and not 
only the physical existence of the executive but its administrative orbit 
is around him and in himas_ well. 


Later in the day, an hour was devoted to reading of papers, 
immediately followed by the open session whereat resolutions were 
passed requesting Government of the Indian Union and the Govern- 
ments of the Provinces and the States to introduce library legislation. 
There was, during the day, thanking of the retiring office-bearers as 
well. Nowthat the Indian librarians are finding their feet and have 
reason to look up with satisfaction at their improving status, let them 
not forget the debt they owe to the the initial spade work, so difficult in 
all cases, done by some of the office-bearers who tended the organisation 
in its delicate stages and brought it to the present position, 
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A trip to Ramtek where man can hold a comunion with nature 
fittingly rounded off this ‘ pilgrimage’ to Nagpur. Three days of instru- 
ctive endeavour, judiciouly relieved by relaxation and recreation, marked 
the programme. And the pleasant impressions carried from the 
meeting and the valuable educative experience gained from this Confer- 
ence need to be transplanted in their respective regions by the members 
who gathered there and have now returned to their centres of work. 
It is no use passing pious resolutions, periodically and with due formaity 
in a gathering. Every resolution needs to be embedded in the spirit a:.d 
strength we bring to bear upon our daily task in the sacred precincts 
of our “ Dharmaganj.” Let each unit of ours be a unit of creative effort 
as may infect the circle of environment around us with enlightenment 
and intelligent endeavour forthe uplift of that much spoken about but 
little understood specie homo sapiens, as it has been so well said : 


“ ADAM KHUDA NAI HAI” 
LEKAN ADAM KHUDA SH JUDA NAI HAT’. 





T. C. Dutta— Bengal Library Association. 

We were eagerly awaiting a chance of having our first National 
Library Conference since achievement of independence and it has been 
held successfully at the Nagpur University in January last after a 
break of 3 years since Baroda Conference. 


Our journey to andfrom Nagpur was very pleasant due to the 
delightful company of the veteran librarian of Viswabharati Sri 
Proval Kumar Mukherji and the young energetic librarian of the 
Calcutta University Sri Biswanath Banerjee, Sri Saha, librarian of the 
Indian Statistical Lustitute also joined us. 


Our stay at the Government-Guests House for M. L. A.’s at Nagpur 
was comfortable where we could discuss on library matters with Dr. S. R. 
Ranganathan, the President-elect of the Conference, Sri Gopalan, 
Dr. M. O. Thamas, an Ex-President, Sri Guha Roy, Janab Bashir-ud-Din 
Ahmad. Sri Madan Gopal and others. We heard the pathetic tales of 
the woes of Sri Sant Ram Bhatia, Sri Ram Labhaya and others who shifted 
from West Punjab with great difficulty in 1947. 
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The opening session of the Conference and Library Exhibition 


was a grand show, the attendence of delegates being largest this time 
most of the provinces and states being well represented. But subsequent 
general sessions were held in a thinner house that showing a lack 


of interest at the time of reading of papers. 


Through the efforts of Dr. G. T. Kale, Librarian, Indian Institute of 
Science, Bangalore, librarians of the Departmental and Scientific 
libraries met together to organise a Special Library Section of the 
Indian Library Association and it is pleasing to note that they have 
been successful in their endevour. 


[ suggest that in future Conferences instead of having several 
general sessions for reading papers on diverse topics, group discussions 
on rural libraries, school libraries, muncipal and district libraries, 
college and university libraries and also techinal subjects amongst 
interested groups who can devote suificient time to exchange ideas 
and to formulate definite policy for future action. 


The discussions at the joint meeting of the representatives of 
various library associations were very lively but several important 
provinces were not represented there. It is desirable that organisers 
should be appointed by the Indian Library Association to organise 
Provincial and State Library Associations where there are none and 


proper reports are submitted before the next Conference. 


The administrative machinery of the Indian Library Association 
had undergone a rapid change in successive by shifting of Office from the 
Imperial Library, Calcutta to the Caleutta University Library and now to 
the Delhi University Library. Regular report and audited balance sheet 
could not be had in time like previous years on that account. Dr. 8. R. 
Ranganathan wanted to revise the Constitution and reorganise the 
Association to his liking and the members at the general meeting gave 
him full support. [tis hoped that all round progress would be shown 


at the next Conference after a couple of years. 
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~ Members keenly felt the need of the I. L. A. Bulletin which closed 
putlication for more than two years. 


The social side was well managed. Visit to Ramtek will be 


remembered for long. 


P. G. Deshpande—Secretary, Gujerat Vidyapith Granthaleya, Ahmedabad. 


When I first decided to attend the eighth session of the All 
India Library Conference at Nagpur, I had fondly expected that there 
would there be some librarians at least, especially from the U. P. the 
Punjab and C. P. (if not from Bengal, Gujarat and Maharashtra) who 
would conduce to make the atmosphere of the conference more homely 
than that at Baroda by speaking inour national language and the 
artificiality of the previous place would be lessened. (It was indeed a 
great pity that hundreds of librarians from the Baroda network of 
libraries had to be instructed not to go to Baroda to attend the conference, 
as all its proceedings would be conducted in a medium which they could 
not understand- and it was the greater pity because the self-same 
librarians were made to contribute to the funds of the conference), Nagpur 
has convinced us more than ever that unless this artificiality was done 
away with no real work could be sajdto have begun. As things stand 
today, we have made the knowledge of English a kind of pass-port for 
taking part in library aé¢tivities at the national and even the provincial 
level. That we have to refer to this issue even after we have won 
independence is really a cruel irony. 


At the conference a resolution has been passed and a committee 
appointed for framing a suitable Indian terminology for the library 
science. Here also we are not yet in the grip of realities. The proposal 
to render all terms first into Sanskrit and then evolve or devolve them 
into the different regional languages is, I believe, not a step in the right 
direction. The process seems to be unhistorical to say the least. Lan- 
guages like Marathi, Gujarati, Bengali and Hindi ( I do not know about 
the four South Indian languages, their script being the greatest bar) are 
already equipped with many terms in different branches of knowledge 
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( not excluding the library science ) and doing their work pretty fairly. 
The process recommended by the conference instead of taking advan- 
tage of the progress already achieved would retard the healthy growth 
of our languages. But here again we should remember that unless we 
decide to conduct our proceedings in our indigenous languages — 
Indianized terminology will be of no avail. May we hope that this 
proposal to Indianize the terminology is a sure indication that our 
deliberations from the next session of the-conference would be conducted 


mainly in Hindustani. 


At Baroda the steel frame of the Indian Library Association with 
its secretary Shri Asadullah Khan was a veritable menace to the confere- 
nce and no good work seemed possible unless the steel frame was 
smashed and broken to pieces. At Nagpur also it seemed at first that 
the frame would persist and would not allow any life and reality to per- 
colate into the proceedings of the conference; but thanks to the tactful 
personality of Shri Ranganathan the frame has just begun to be a little 
elastic and if presistent efforts are made the association can be turned 
into a really serviceable body. 


The conference was attended by nearly two hundered delegates 
from far and near. Besidesthe two items mentioned above there were 
some more things that offeneded against the sense of fairness of the 
delegates. In the conference they were not even supplied with copies 
of resolutions put before them for voting. A few actually left the house 
because they could not follow the resolutions and proceedings in English. 
The delegates were given to understand that they could not attend 
even as visitors the meetings of the council. It was only when from a dele- 
gate from Poona persistently wrote to the Chairman and got permission 
to attend the council meeting that others knew that the door would 
also open for them if they continued to knock at it. My humble sug- 
gestion in this connection is that as long as the number of delegates is 
small they should be freely allowed to observe the proceedings of the 
council meetings and later a fee may be charged if the question of 
accommodation rose at any future date. 
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We cannot say what exactly the Nagpur conference has achieved 
beyond passing half a dozen resolutions but this much we may surely 
state that the conference has now begun its work in right earnest, and 
with the sympathy and library-mindedness of our central and provincial 
governments we can expect its growth and progress by leaps and bounds. 
Nagpur has made some kind of a start under the wise, able and enthusias- 
tic guidance of its president Shri S. R. Ranganathan. 


R. S. Parkhi—Lihrarian, Fergusson College, Poona. 


At the Nagpur.Conference I found most of .the professional 
brothers and sisters very serious about the problems regarding the future 
developments of our Indian Library Movement. Lt. Col. Pandit K. L. 
Dubey, the Vice-Chancellor of the Nagpur . University rightly called our 
revered President Dr. Ranganathan the back-bone of the Indian Library 
Association. His direct guidance and his active part in the day-to- 
day developments of our Association was long overdue. We are very 
happy now to see that our Association has now the fortune of getting 
properly re-shaped at the hands of Dr. Ranganathan with whole-hearted 
co-operation of the world of the Library profession in India. This sort 
of grip is quite essential now. We have a great responsibility on us to 
help our president in fulfilling his ambition expressed by him in his 
presidential address thus - “... to vitalise a nation which has been 
lying dormant and exhausted for some centuries and is just quickening 
to life, what is wanted is the stepping up of intellectual potential and 
the deliberate release of steady intellectual force in all fronts. The 
Library profession has a great part to play in this matter”. For the 
vitalisation of our libraries the first step to be taken by the Govern- 
ment is the adoption of Library Legislation by each constituent state of 
the Indian Union. As may as 154 city muncipalities and 373 District 
Boards require to be invested with powers and to establish libraries 
in India. Along with this urgent step on the part of the Govern- 
ment a large responsibility also falls on us the professional circle 
in India. We must seriously study the new techniques that our 
President has invented and developed and must introduce them 
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in our libraries) We must have a uniform scheme of classification 
and a uniform method of cataloguing throughout our libraries. 
To achieve this uniformity we ourselves must study these two techniques 
and must equip ourselves fully for enabling us to form our own 
opinion, This would satisfy most our President, He has devoted 
his whole precious life in minutely studying all the western 
methods and preparing the most suitable methods for adoption in our 
libraries. Should we not show the same seriousness in bringing into 
practice these methods in our libraries? The adoption of the new 
constitution of our Association ; the appointment of a Committee 
onthe Indianisation of the technical terms of Library Science and a 
committee for tackling the problems of special libraries, so also the 
decision to revive the Library Bulletin are some of the important 
aspects of the Nagpur Conference. One great inconvenience that 
was felt by most of the delegates at the Conference was that they 
had to stay at long distances and would not meet very often for 
exchanging views and discussing about the problems of their respective 
libraries. But it is inevitable as it was not possible for the Reception 
Committee to make such an elaborate arrangement for the stay of 
all the delegates at one place. But all the arrangements made by 
the Reception Committee were quite satisfactory ; and we are grateful 
to the organisers concerned. 


S. Mookerjee—Librarian, National Archives of India. 


I am nota member of the All India Library Association but I was 
deputed by the National Archives of India as a delegate to the 
Conference. Quite a large contingent of delegates came from Delhi— 
mainly representing the various departmental libraries of the Ceniral 


Government. 


Now about the Conference for which the stars of the Indian 
Library world had gathered at Nagpur. As all conferences essentially 
are-this our conference also was no exception-a meeting ground for so 
many of the same trade-from lands far and near. The inaugural session 
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by His Excellency the Governor was very impressive. The President 
in his long speech dealt with many aspects of Indian Librarianship and 
library movement in independent India. Most of us as also the lay public 
will profit much by a perusal of the 33 page Presidential address. 


It is for the authorities of the Union or the Central and State or 
Provincial Governments tc help the growth of library movement 
ace rding to the plan chalked out by the President. We can only work 
in our humble way-and agitate for our demands. But this depends more 
on the public and the Press which voices the demand of the public. I 
am afraid our conference did not have that much of publicity which it 
deserved. It was more or less a local affair and no other newspaper 
including those that claim highest circulations in the Western, Central, 
Northern, Easter & Southera India-did give any prominence to the 
proceedings that we held at Nagpur. 


The Open Session of the Conference was really very short save the 
programmes for the Reading of papers-spread over two days. But even 
then the time allotted was very short and not even one third of the 
listed papers could be covered. This is but natural when we are pressed 
for time and this happens, in most of the conferences. But one thing 
which did strike many of us is that even those members of the 
conference who were fortunate to be called on the dias for reading their 
papers had been selected not with any ulterior motive-but with a colon 
back ground-or witha colon facet, if it is permissible to have such a 
combination. The members were all glad not to have to witness 
anvthing unnatural during the session. One thing perhaps was a bit 
unnatural and that the walk out staged by Mr. Waghmare - for the 
Conference not deliberating in Hindi. Thank God that the general body 
of the members did not come to know of this walk out till next morning, 
from the reports of the local papers. Be that as it may the delegates 
from the South, East and West will have to fall in one line - when time 
comes. Mr. Waghmare should have known that, that time had not yet 
come. There were many interesting papers in the list which could have 
have been fruitfully discussed - both from the general and the special 
points of view. ARS Longa VITA BREVIS - and the steering 
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Committee of the Conference knew this very well and did not try to make 


a better selection or scrutiny of the papers to be read, which, many were 
of opinion, should have been done. 


Now come the Elections-as [ am not a member of the L. L. A. body 
politic | had no permission to attend the sittings. Many of my friends 
latter on informed me that even though not members - by virtue of 


none-payment of dues - some of our friends did participate the 
proceedings and even in the ballot. 


The all pervasive law of uniformity of Nature - was also evidenced 
in the elections and we were all glad to have a smooth sailing at Nagpur. 
Some of the vetran delegates remarked that the Islamic spirit which had 
for sometime guided the shows of the conference was now out of the 
picture and we had the proud privilege of being guided by a Brahmanic 
spirit - with the sandlepaste crest of the moon on the forehead and 
“neck-tie” oa. Oar state is secular and we have chosen to take the best 
of the both cultures - of the East and West - having a harmonious blending 
of it reflected on us. We hope that in the new set up - we shall be 
gathering more strength and will go onwards in our march towards 
the goal. Weare assured of this - for the new set up is surely not a 
ful-stop, but colon set-up signifying that the pause which I.L.A. might 


take is only to consolidate strength-in order to strike again with double 
force. 


Books And Bookmen — Nagpur Times, January 22, 1949. 


~~ 


lt was an intellecual treat to listen to the presidential adress 
delivered by Dr. S. Ranganathan at the All-India Libraries Confe- 
rence which is now in session in Nagpur. Himself standing at the top 
of his profession to which he has taken with missionary zeal. Dr. 
Ranganthan has made valuable contribution to library technique which 
has gained interntational recognition. 


Books can be interesting or they may not be. But it was left to 
Dr. Ranganathan to demonstrate that the science of arranging ,classi- 
fying and circulating books can be of absorbing interest and can give 
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scope for the exercise of first rate intellectual talents. His secret, which 
he is only too eager to share with others, is that the library should 
be viewed, not as a musty collection of old books in charge of a 
somnolent caretaker, but as a centre of enlightenment and culture, in 
organic relation with its social environment. 


A thirty year plan, to cover India with a net work of libraries 
with the National Library at the centre, was referred to by Dr. Rangan- 
athan, and he also pointed out the significant fact that the project 
would absorb the services of 100,000 trained librarians. The realisation 
of such a vast undertaking necessarily depends on State initiative 
and intelligent popular support. Legislation will be necessary to 
provide the essential framework as well as to put library finance 
on a secure basis. Dr. Ranganathan’s infectious enthusiasm is a 
guarantee that financial considerations will not be allowed to block the 
way to realisation of his inspiring vision. 


RANDOM NOTES 


by omnipresent 


[ was almost omnipresent in all the functions and deliberations 
of the Library Conference at Nagpur and that too asan “outsider”. As 
I scribble these random notes, I would not care much for an item by 
item account of the Conference, which I hope somebody else will do 
and here I will only give my impressions of the whole programme, 


Though ordinarily of a critical nature, I came to appreciate 
much that I saw and heard at the Library Conference. This January 
was a month of Conferences for Nagpur and after all that is over now 
we feel all the more dull here and do not know, as a Cricketer friend 
of mine puts it, “ what is there in Nagpur between now and the next 
December, except those months of heat and dust.” 


* * * * 


The Library Conference opened officially in the afternoon of 
the 20th January and the best of the evening was Dr. Ranganathan’s 
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presidential address which was unique. His “Spoken words ’’ were 
as true as his printed address and his long address, marvellously delivered, 
ended in a spirit of delight or“ Ananda”. His bluepriat of a Public 
Library Grid for the whole of India was very well planned and, side 
by side, his reference to our school libraries where the Drill Master 
often acts as the Librarian, revealed his keen insight and love for 
going into details. 


I also visited the Library Exhibition which was opened by 
H. E. the Governor in which the chief interest lay in the micro- 
filming of documents, Late in the night many of our delegates 
were found occupying some of the best seats of the local cinema 
houses where they were offered free admission, 


* * * * 


On the Second day, i. e, on the 21st there was almost a non- 
stop reading of papers from morning till 4 0’ clock and on this rather 
technical aspect of the Conference I should refrain from commenting. 
As usual, only those attended that had with them their own papers 
to reciprocate. At 40’ clock, however, general interest prevailed again 
and there was the Photogroup followed by the loveliest item of the 
day, viz. The “At Home.” Arrangements were perfect, if not super- 
fluous, and the whole credit goes to Mr. Stevenson who was in charge 
of it. Late in the evening I did not bother myself about the meeting 
of the Affiliated Associations but I did see that excellent film on 
Atomic Physics which was brought by a Bangalore delegate. Among 
those present to see it I could recognise Dr. Datta, D. P. I., W. Bengal 
and himself a renowned physicist, who was one of the distinguished 
delegate of the Conference. 


7 * > * 


Saturday, the 22nd January was the D. Day for Mr. Stevenson, 
one of the Local Secretaries, who was in charge of the Variety Entertain- 
ment. It started at 9 at night and the Convocation Hall became full of 
delegates coming after their deliciuos dinners provided in the camps. 
Every one of them was simply glued to his chair till midnight when 
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the show terminated and somebody, was it Mr, Man Mohan of the 
Delhi Polytechnic, shouted out. “ Passengers for Ramtek, get ready 
please” for the Ramtek trip was to commence a few hours later. The 
entire programme was delightful and it included YMCA Orchestra, 
melodious South Indian msuic, danee, drama and what not. The top 
honours were carried by the three Misses Rodgrigues whose comic hit 
“Jaggarao,”’ to quote the Hitavada reporter, “ literally blew the spectators 
off their feet and shook the hall with gales of laughter.” It was 
a most amusing story about one Jaggarao,son of Subbarao, who, 
we were told, in ten years time passed his B. A. and “ passed it 


ANYHOW!” 


Another appreciated item was the dramatic rendering of the 
story of Abu and his wife- ably done by the students of the University 
Training College, Nagpur. The two men and one ghost farce ‘ Haunted 
House,’ also came in for much applause. But one cannot think of the 
variety show without remembring the three dances of the show - the 
Kite dance and the hunters dance and the colourfull ‘Kunbi’ dance - a 
rustic dance of Goa, directed by Mr. Ferrao - and this item had to be 
repeated at dead of night because the’ gathering liked it so much. 

The last programme for the delegates before parting was the jolly 
good drive to Ramtek, The delegates were picked up from their 
respective camps by two vans of the C. P. Government and the party 
drove off to the foot of the Ramtek hill, believed to be the ancient 
Ramagiri of celebrated Meghaduta fame. It was two o’ clock when 
we got down from the vans andthe sun was pretty strong. 
Nevertheless, with youthful zeal did we all climb the hundreds of 
steps till we reached the temples at the top. From there we decended 
down another slope where our vans were waiting ready to carry us to 
the Khindsi lake-a beauty spot ia the midst of typical Deccan landscape. 
We sat down in the lawns of the Rest House there and had a lovely 
tea-party. Just think of it-a tea-party ona hill -top 40 miles away 
from Nagpur-and a very refreshing party: Elaborate arrangements 
overwhelmed us and thanks to Mr. Phadke, we had plenty to eat and 
drink. After tea some of us set out to sight-seeing and I was fortunate 
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steps till we reached the temples at the top. From there we decended 
down another slope where our vans were waiting ready to carry us to 
the Khindsi lake-a beauty spot ia the midst of typical Deccan landscape. 
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enough to accompany that grand old man from Shantiniketan 
Shri Prabhat Mukherjee. He was giving us delightful little stories 
as we walked along the lake terraces. Some one told Prabhatbabu 
that he had been to Shantiniketan some years back but had not seen 
Prabhatbabu there. “But how could you miss m>?” “Perhaps you 
didn’t have your beard at that time’ “Oh, it has been there since 
my birth” quick came the reply! In this way we were passing our 
time in good humour when the inevitable van approached us again and 
we were picked up for our return trip. 


° ° * . 

Oa the whole the Library Conference was a singular success and 
the local secretaries should feel proud of their achievements. About 
180 delegates arrived from all parts of India and th2y were treated 
to satisfaction. Mr. Awasthi-Secretary in charge of Reception took 
immense care for the comforts of the delegates who were accommodated 
in the Assembly Members’ Rest House and in the Law College Hostel. 
[In fact, his colleague Mr. Krishna Rao was found on those days 
attending all trains to Nagpur to receive delegates. Mr. Y.M.Mulay, 
the ex-Librarian who had extended the invitation to the Conference 
on behalf of the University was seen moving almost non-stop in keeping 
the engagements of the President of the Conference and looking after 
comforts of the delegates. Many Government and Public Institutions 
were represented in the Conference. The Government of India was 
represnted in all its aspects-from National Archives to External Affairs. 
There were veterans like Mr. Madan Gopal of the Ministry of Law, 
another from the Pusa Agricultural Institute, and the ever-smiliig 
Sardarji from Dehra Dun Forest Research Institute. There was one 
from distant Assam and another voung man, [ forget his name had 
come from Guntur. Mr. Palmer of the UNESCO also happened to 
attend some of the functions. Miss E. Robb, Director of the U.S.A. 
Library Servic?; in India, New Delhi. Mrs.Kamlabai Tilak, and Mrs. 
Ajagaonkar of Baroda and Mrs. Sushilabai Mohoni and Mrs. Vimal 
Shastri of Nagpur were the women delegates to the Conference. 


[It is all over now but its sweet memories linger and they will be 
lingering on till they are refreshed at our next Conference. 


* * * 
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' —— RANDOM RAMBLINGS —— 
Rambler 


Suppose there is a conference of readers, the following would naturally 
be their demands: 


* * 


Public libraries should be ‘public’ in the sense that any member 
of the public should be free to enter it. There is no need to put up 
“ For Members only” boards. All those who are anxious to handle books 
should have free access. There should also be open-shelf - arrangement 
so that any reader would be able to handle any book, without the restric- 
tions of the librarian or the peons. This is the only effective way 
of transforming all ‘public’ libraries into ‘private’ collections and thus 
carrying the library movement into the homes. This movement should 
he renamed “ movement of books !’" 


* * + * 


It is reported that Dr. Ranganathan has devised some method of 
numbering books. If the object of this method is to find out at the 
end of the year the number of books ‘circulated’ or ‘moved’, the system 
must be useful. But readers would like to demand that there need not 
be any marks on the books. Such marks are later discovered by 
friends and are embarrassing reminders that the book belongs to 
a particular library or reading room. All books should be kept 
clean. This would facilitate -heir “ circulation!” If the movement 
of books is to be spread in the country, it should be made 
easy for readers to carry the books without aiy such discouragement. 


* * * * 


In some libraries there are rules that a reader must not keep the 
book longer than a fortnight, if at all he returns it. This rule must 
be changed and a reader must be allowed to keep the book as long 
as possible so that ultimately he should be able to forget that it 
belongs to the library. The constant reminder that the book will 
have to be returned prevents the reader from, ‘enjoying the book’. 
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This oppressive rule should, therefore, be replaced by another one 
allowing the reader to treat the book as his own, to make as many marks 
on the pages as he likes, to cut out the pages if he feels like doing it, 
and ulcimately retura it, if he must, in a state in which it should be 


absolutely unrecognisable by the librarian. 


* * * * 


Some of the libraries issue only a limited number of books. This 
tule is not applied to the members of the managing committee or 
friends of the librarian. The same privilege must be allowed to all 
readers. They may be permitted to take as many books as they like. 
return as many of them as they like and reiain the remaining 
for as long a time as they please. 

There are libraries where ‘silence please’ boards are pui up. This 
practice should be discntinued and readers should be allowed to discuss 
any subject that they may have just read. After all, libraries are ‘public’ 
places and like all other pubic places ia this country a library must 
be as noisy a place as it is posssible for the readers to make it. It 
would always be advisable to open libraries and reading rooms in 
bazars and such other noisy places. The noise outside, and the discus- 
sions of the readers inside would thus help readers to develop powers of 
concentration ! 


* * * * 


Newspapers and magazines in the reading room should be spread 
in such manner that any reader should be able to pick the magazine 
cut out the pictures, photos; coupons and other interesting material 
without being watched by other readers, who usually have an eye on 
the same pictures. [tis a natural corollary that there should be more 
picture magazines containing pin-up girls, luscious ladies, and such 
other light literature. These would attract more readers. 


Serious books, magazines and periodicals should be stacked in a 
coraer reserved for those who visit iibraries with the wrong idea of 
“dyeing their souls with knowledge”. This is contrary to the basic 
and fundamental object of “ spending your leisure’ which ultimately is 


the real function of a library movement. 
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SOME OF THE IMPORTANT LIBRARIES IN C. P. & BERAR 
Nagpur University Library 


Established 1925. Is housed in a Building-worth Rs. 80,000/-having 
a floor area 9800 sq. ft. and consistiag of a big stack room; a big 
lecture hall, a Readiag Room and a room each for Librarian and office and 
4 other small rooms and is named “Sir B. K. Bose Library Building” 
in memory of the foundation Vice-Chancellor of the University. Annual 
University grant for books about Rs. 10,000/- 


Total number volumes—-45,800 including 10,000 volumes received 
as gift. The Library subscribes to 180 periodicals and gets 25 perio- 
dicals free of cost. Since 1944 a Manuscripts Section has been added. 
Total Manuscripts 4,000. A scholar accessions and prepares descriptive 
catalogue. Borrowers on roll 1360. Annual issue is 19,850 and consul- 
tations 22,380 volumes. The catalogue is in Card forms. In addition 
there is printed catalogue for 4 subjects viz. (1) History, (2)Eeonomices, 
(3) Social Science, and (4) Philosophy & Religion. 


Hislop College Library Nagpur 


Established 1883. Books 11,505. The only Library in the Province 


which advocates open access system. 


Victoria Technical Institute Scientific Library, Nagpur 


Established 1904. Books 10,000. Annual Income Rs. 5,500. Contains 


mainly Scinteific books. 
PUBLIC LIBRARIES 


R. S. Dixit Library, Sitabuldi, Nagpur 


Established 1895. Books 19,340. Annual Income Rs. 13,000. The 
biggest public library in the Province. Has a small but fine building of 
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its own. Arranges dicussions on Educational topics, lectures by persons 
of authority on various subjects. Tries its best to make its clientele 
library minded. 


National Library, Mahal, Nagpur 

Established 1898. Books 6,000. Annual income Rs. 1900. Used to 
arrange a lecture series called Saraswati Vyakhyanmala—in which 
eminent scholars and persons from various parts of India took part. 
The Municipality has placed a building of its own at the disposal 
of the Library. 


Sadar Muslim Library, Nagpur 

Established 1924. Books 5676. Annual Inoome Rs. 4440—Though 
designated as Muslim Library, it is open to all irrespective of caste or creed 
Students get half concessions in subseription. Owns a building of its own. 


M. G. Chitnavis Library, Nagpur 
Established 1930. Books 7,500 Personal Library owned by the well 
known Landlord of Nagpur-Shrimant Rajabal alias M.G. Chitnavis 


Stocks books specially on Medicine. Haalth, Hygiene, Eugenics, Science 
and Reference. 


Shri Ramkrishna Ashram Library, Nagpur 


Established 1932. Books 6200. Mainly run on charity. Maintains 
fre. reading room for all. 


Hindu Dharma Sanskriti Mandir Research Library, Nagpur 
Established 1943. Books 3700. Financed by Shri V. V. Chitale. 
Contains Books on Social Scisnee History, Philosophy ete. Oaly research 


scholars are permi'ted to issue books. 


Lokmanya Wachanalaya, Arvi 

Established 1851. Books 8280, Annual I[neome Rs. 3300, About 
hundred vears ago it was known as Native Library which name was 
changed to Victoria Library after Queen Victoria. Later on the Library 
was renamed as above in sacred memory of the late Lokmanya Tilak. 
Many persons of Arvi have exerted their nerves to put the Library on a 


110 INDIAN LIBRARIAN 














permanent footing and securing a building of its own and today it stand 
as a pride of those who have laboured for it. 
Babuji Deshmukh Wachanalaya, Akola 

Established 1860. Books 13,579. Annual income Rs, 8,100. Another 
public Library in the province which actively helps in the spread of 
Library movement 
Sarvajanik Wachanalaya, Paratwada 

Established 1866. Books 4026. Annual income Rs. 1100, One of 
the oldest Libraries in the Province. Has a building of its own. Main- 
tains a free Reading room for the public. Arranges periodically 
lectures of distinguished and literary persons. 
Amraoti Nagar Wachanalaya, Amraoti 

Established 1867. Books 8,770. Annual Income Rs. 12,300. Owns a 
building since last 60 vears, Celebrated recently its 80th anniversary 
when a Conference of the Libraries in Amraoti district was held. Main- 
tains (i) a separate section of Children’s literature; (2) a free Reading 
room and conducts debates, essay competitions ete. Arranges lectures 
of well-known literary persons. Has introduced home book service and 
had conducted a libriry class for practical training. 


The Public Library, Bhandara 

Established 1863. Books 5625. Annual income Rs. 3200. The 
Library is running into 85th year of its existence. It is housed ina 
building of its own which is in the centre of the town—a right place 
for a public library. The building has a spacious hall which is a 
great facility in arranging lectures of distinguished visitors. 
Maharashtra Wachanalaya, Jubbulpore 

Estabished 1913. Books 6,000. Annual income Rs. 1,150. 
Dr. E. Raghavendra Rao Public Library, Bilaspur 

Established 1925. Books 7,235. Annual Income Rs. 1000.It is managed 

by the Municipal Committee at an annual expenditure of about Rs. 3,100, 
perhaps it is the only library in the province so liberally financed from 
Municipal Funds. 


Edward Library, Saugor 
Established 1909. Books 5500. Annual Income Rs, 660. 


DECEMBER, 1948 il] 








NATIONAL LIBRARY OF INDIA 


Caleutta has the proud privilege of housing the National 
Library of India. Some time ago this library was known as the Imperiai 
Library, and the new name given to it was the result of a recent 
legislation in the Indian Parliament. 


The Imperial Library resulted out of an amalgamation of the 
departmental libraries of the British Government in India, then having 
its seat in Calcutta, with the Calcutta Public Library. 


The earliest library in Caleitta existed in 1780, whenone Mr. 
Andrews maintained a circulating library. In course of time he had 
to close it down, on account of financial losses. 


The establishment of the Calcutta Public Library was decided 
upon at a public meeting held in 1835. It was opened to the public 
asa library of reference anda circulating library in March, 1836. In 
the first instance, it consisted of books presented by private individuals 
and of a large collection of valuable works lent by Gorvernment from 
Fort William College. This College, it may be recalled, trained up the 
early civilian officers of the British Government in India in the dif- 
ferent vernacular languages and social customs of this country. 


The Public Library was first located at a private residence in 
Esplanade Row, and it remained there till the middle of July 1841, 
when it was removed to Fort Wiliiam College building. When in 
1844 the Metacalfe Hall was built at the coraer of Strand Road and Hare 
Street, the library came to be housed there. 


Having been originally a private enterprise, its members were 
either proprietors or subscribers. The value of a share in the Library 
was at first Rs. 300. This was later raised to Rs. 400 and to Rs. 500 by 
the end of 1849. 
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The governing body of the early institution was composed of 
Council of 15, consisting of a Finance Committee, a Book Committee 
and a House Committee that controlled the details of management 
of the library. Upto 1872 the library was self supporting and received 
from time to time large additions to its stock of books. It was supplied 
with all the official publications of the Government as well as with the 
journals and transactions of most of the literary and scientific societies 
of Europe. 


Between 1890 and 1895 the Corporation of Calcutta, on the invi- 
tation of Sir Alexander Mackenzie, then Lieutenant—Governor of 
Bengal assumed responsibility for the support and management of the 
Calcutta Public Library. It was suffering from financial difficulties. 
While an Act was being contemplated in order to regularise the transfer 
of property of the Library to the Corporation, the Government of 
Lord Curzon proposed to take it over on certain conditions and to 
equip it on a scale to suit the tastes and requirements of the public of 
Calcutta. In 1901 the shares of the original proprietors were bought 
up by the Government of India anda renovated institution found acco- 
modation in Metcalfe Hall. From 1901 to 1923 the Imperial Library, 
as the Calcutta Public Library was renamed, remained there. 


By 1923 the library grew up in size and it was felt that it should 
be removed to more spaciuos house. Consequently, the Imperial 
Library was shifted to the premises, north of the Esplanade. The 
library shared the new premises with the offices of the Military 
Accounts Department of the Government of India. During the years 
of the World War 2, prior to the bombing of the city, the library 
was removed to Jabakusum House in Chittaranjan Avenue for 
reasons of security and also for miking more space available to the 


Government offices. 


At present, according to the decision of the Government of the 
Indian Union, the library is being removed to Belvedere in Alipore. 
This is indeed a laudable move. Belvedere, being somewhat away 
from the centre of the city, maintains an atmosphere of solitude that is 
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necessary for serious study. Also, the house is far more spacious than 
the present accommodation. The new venue has some disadvantages 
also that may, however, be minimised in course of time. Belvedere 
cannot be easily approached by the public transport system obtaining 
in the city. In order to meet this difficulty the reading room of the 
library will be located for some time to come at the existing address to 
the north of the Esplanade. 


Standing to the south-east of the Zoological Gardens, Belveder 
has a glorious history dating back to 1700. A grandson of Emperor 
Aurangzeb, who came to Calcutta as Governor of Bengal and Bihar, 


built his residence on this spot. Next this place was included in Mirzafar’s 
personal estates. 


During the East India Company’s rule in Bengal Warren Hastings, 
the first Governor-General in India, came to own Belvedere. In 1778 
Hastings leased out this house to one Capt. Tolly, an Engineer of the 
East India Company, who in course of time came to possess a large 
fortune. Within two years of his taking lease of the house Capt. Tolly 
purchased it altogether and used it as his residence. 


In 1854 the Belvedere was purchased by the Government of India 
for use as residence by the Lieutenant-Governors. In 1912, when the 
capital of India was transferred to Delhi, the provincial Governor moved 
into Government House, originally used by the Governor-General. 
Belvedere was left to be used by the British Viceroy and Governor- 
General, who visited Calcutta every year during Christmas. 


Although in recent vears, the defective system of preservation 
of books and scripts, has created irreplaceable gaps in the rows of books 
arranged on the shelves of the library, before the War it was estimated 
to contain a stock of more than 340,000 books, besides a collection of 
manuscripts, exhibits of great literary value, some old maps of India and 
various other records. 


In comparison with other public and university libraries of this 
country the Nationa! Librarv has the biggest collection of books and 
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manuscripts. Next to it is the Calcutta University Library with 
210,000 books and manuscripts. But when comparison is made with 
other prominent libraries in the world, the National Library will look 
very small. The Leningrad Public Library is stated to possess 6,000,000 
copies of books and manuscripts, the National Library of Paris 4,650,000, 
the British Museum Library and the Washington Congress Library each 
4,000.000, and the National Library of Berlin 2,500,000. 


A new trouble has recently cropped up with Pakistan having put 
forward aciaim upon the stock of books in the Imperial Library of un- 
divided India. If only the duplicate copies of books be given over to 
Pakistan, the pre-war estimate of books and manuscripts will be consi- 
derably reduced. 


ASAFIA STATE LIBRARY 
Hyderabad 


Eighty-four thousand books on subjects varying from pre-historic 
medical systems to atomic energy, from the Bhagaved Gita to the Quran 
from folklore to official gazettes, go to make the Asafia State Library 
one of the finest in India. This collection includes 13,804 of the rarest 
and oldest manuscripts. 


The Asafia Library was founded 58 years ago mainly to collect 
and preserve valuable MSS and books on Hindu Civilizaion and Islamic 
Culture which were then being pedded for trifling sums of money and 
were being sent out of Hyderabad and India. The Library is housed in 
a specially constructed double-storeyed building of Indo-Saracenic archi. 
tecture along the Moosi river, and, together with the High Court of 
Judicature and the Osmania General Hospital near it, forms an imposing 


spectacle. 


The Asafia Library is not a lending library and is primarily inten- 
ded for scholars and research workers. 


In the MSS Room of the Library are numerous ancient rolls, mini- 
atures and volumes inescribed on deerskin, parchment and paper of all 
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kinds. They cover almost every field of ancient learning with colourful 
illustrations, geometrical designs and neat calligraphy striking the eye. 
One of the most treasured manuscripts is a very old two - inch wide illu- 
minated roll on which the Gita has been inscribed in microscopic Sanskrit 
characters. There is a composite volume, transcribed about 1487 A. D., 
containing texts of three books, two of which are written in the body of 
the pages and the third is written around them in the margins. These 
are respectively, the Hitopadesha (Mautiquttair), the Katlia Damna 
and Diwane Hu fiz. There are Avicenna’s famous Sharh Qanun copied in 
887 A.H. (circa 1455 A. D.) Muhammad Bin AliSamarqandis treatise 
on medicine dating 702 A. H. (circa 1230 A. D.) and Muhammad Hassan’s 
encyclopaedia copied in 1266 A.H. (circa 1845 A. D.). Original letters 
from William Smythe of Madupallam and Fort St. George to his father, 
John Smythe, and his brother in England, are in a fine state of preserva- 
tion although dating from 1658 to 1664. 


The oldest book in the collection is the theological treatise Mukhta- 
sarul Kafi, published in 417 A. H.( circa 1072 A. D.) at the time of the 
Crusades by Abul Fazil Muhammad bin Muhammad and may have been 
written by Badrud-din Khurasani, whose name occurs on the tittle page. 
The MS is dated 951 A. H. (cirea 1620 A. D.) by its scribe, Imam Ahmad 
bin Muhammad of Damghan. Another’ very intresting book is Mir 
Fatahulla Khan Shirazi’s treatise on inventions and mechanical contra- 
ptions. Beautifully illustrated and gilded it not only describes such things 
asa flame clock, a steam-boat and a flying machine but also pictures 
them. Fatahulla Khan Shirazi was one of Akbar’s Ministers and he 
modernised the Indian educational system of thetime. His treatise is 
not unlike Leonardo Da Vinci’s famous notes. A 15th Century book on 
industrial science deals at length with the manufacture of paper, ink and 
other stapies of commerce. 


Two volumes of Frhriste Mashrool (Annotated Index) are at present 
the sole guides to all the MSS in the Library. but it is proposed to compile 
a descriptive catalogue which will give among other things, the history 
of the Mss. Cataloguing and classifiacation of books according to modern 
methods are proceeding apace. 
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NEWS AND INFORMATION 
Role of Real Library 





“ A real public library is atrinity, an integration of the reader 
the books and the establishment including the staff. Nagpurians 
will have to think if any of their libraries conform to the test; 
if at any of the libraries in their city all the Three Components are 
well provided and satisfy each other’s needs”. 


In these words Dr. S. R. Ranganathan the unassuming leader of 
the Library movement in India brought home to his audience in his 
adress at the Rajaram Dixit Library this evening the dificulties under 
which our public libraries suffer today. 


Dr. Ranganathan said that to keep the millions of Indians informed 
and inspired we need 150 city libraries, 370 ruarl library systems, 5,000 
town libraries and as many as 14,000 travelling libraries. This would be 
the normal anatomy of the library svstem for the Country. In Nagpur 
alone with a population of over 4 lacs there should be 16 branch 
libraries. 


What is the picture today, Dr. Ranganathan asked. We have no 
travelling libraries, no rural library system except in Baroda and not 
even two dozens of city libraries. Most of these city libraries are not true 
libraries at all. A library should bea place where the books as well as 
the reader find comfort and pleasure. Ourlibraries were entirely diff- 
rent in their make up. 


Dr. Ranganathan said though the past was drab and the present 
hopeless, he would not despair for the future. It was there beckoning to 
all of them, people, Government and librarians where in libraries would 
no longer b2 grim store houses of erudite information but would cater to 
the needs of the masses. 


The tea provided by the promoters of the Rajaram Library and the 
‘Jana Gana Mana’ sung by little girl Snyamala Adhikari added to the 
pleasures of the audience. 
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National Central Library 


The Government of India had set upan expert committee of six 
members to work out the details cf a National Central Library in Delhi. 
The question of introducing a library legislation would be considered after 
the committee had submitted its report. 


The Government of India was doing its best to promote cultural 
contacts and true understanding between India and foreign countries. 
They had already presented large number of books on Indian culture, 
history, literature and philosophy to universities in China and Indonesia. 


Besides this collection of about 100 books on India was being sent 
to some 25 information centres abroad. 


Grants For Public Libraries 


The Madras Government have sanctioned the distribution of a sum 
of Rs. 53, 815 in the current vear as grants for the public libraries in this 


Province. 


The grants would be paid, states the Government order, on the post 
payment system and would be subject to certain conditions. The rules 
relating to the purchase of books mention that they should be of a high 
cultural value like those of Sri Ramakrishna, Swami Vivekananda. 
Mahatma Gandhi and Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru. Books, if they are 
stories or novels, must be by standard authors and must not be of a vul- 
gar type. Magazines and books containing abuse of communities or reli- 
gions and which contain vulgar pictures should not be purchased. 


The Government have also laid down that managements should 
make a contribution from its own funds of an amount equal to the grant 


sanctioned by Government. 


Lucknow University Library 


The Sanskrit Department of the Lucknow University Library has 
been enriched by a valuable collection of 600 old manuscripts written in 
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Devanagri, Telegu, Sharda and Granth characters by Prof. A.S. Iyer, 
Head of the Department. Some of them are as old as mid-Muslim period. 
Manuscripts written in Sharda script-a script prevalent in Kashmir 
are two to three hundred years old. 


One hundred manuscripts were sorted out by prof. Iyer for a 
display in the exhibition held in connection with the Silver Jubilee 
celebrations of the Lucknow University. They are rich in colour illus- 


trations and age. 


Visual Education For Children 


The Visual Aids Education got up at the New Era High School by 
the Bombay Board of Visual Education and the Headmasters’ Associa- 
tion, Bombay, was declared open on Sunday, February 13, by 
Mr. K. G. Saividain, Educational Adviser to the Government of Bombay. 
Miss Indumathi Shet, Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Educa- 
tion, Government of Bombay presided over the inaugural meeting. 


Mr. K.G. Saividain, recounted the efforts of the Visual Educat- 
ion Board in providing visual aids to the various schools as a medium 
of mass education not only to the school children but also to the adults. 


He said that they had now built up a good library of Indian and 


foreign films and were being made available to schools by rotation. 

In all there are 600 films, silent as well as vocal and are being circu- 
lated throughout the Province. In addition under the direction of the 
two boards specially appointed by the Government for this purpose— 
Advisory and the Technical Boards of Visual Education— production of 
useful educational films has been undertaken. 


Mr. Saiyidain disclosed that the Government of India was trying 
to set up a central machinery to regulate production and co-ordinate the 


activities of the various provinces. 


The exhibits have been classified into 16 sections such as Citizen- 
ship, Health and Hygiene, U NO and World Citizenship, Origin of Life 
Visual Aid Machinery, Industrial products, etc. 
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The Exhibition is a part of the educational session’s programme in 
Bombay Province. This is the second in its series and the next venue 
will be Bijapur and Ahmedabad. The exhibition will be open to the 
public till February 16. 


Taluka And Petha Libraries 


The Government of Bombay has recognised 33 libraries in the 
Province as taluka or petha libraries for the current financial year and 
the next. Each of these libraries will be paid grant in-aid of Rs. 450 dur- 
ing the current financial year. A.mong the conditions accepted by these 
libraries for being recognised as taluka or petha libraries are that entran- 
ce is not barred to any person on grounds of sex, caste or community and 
that one member nominated by the Government will be accepted on the 
committee of management. 


Expansion of Bombay’s Marathi Library 


Shri S. K. Patil, President of the Bombay proviacial Congress Com- 
mittee, today made an appeal for subscriptions for a fund of rupees ten 
lakhs for the construction of a modern and commodious building to house 
the “Mumbai Marathi Grantha Sangrahalaya” one of the oldest and larg- 
est library institutions in the province. Dr. M. R, Jayakar is the presi- 
dent of its Executive Committee, and the premier Shri B. G. Kher one of 
the Vice-presidents. 


Amir-ud-Daula Government Public Library, Lucknow 


The Hon’ble Pandit Govind Ballbh Pant, Premier, United Provinces 
accompanied by Hon’ble Hafiz Mohammad Ibrahim, Minister for Pubiic 
Works, U. P. visited the Library on December 20, 1948. He was pleased 
to see the Hindi, Urdu, Persian, Sanskrit Manuscripts and the New Picto- 
rial Section depicting the life and society of America, Turkey, Sweeden, 
Czechoslovakia. 


* * * 


Mr. Manmohanial Tandon formerly librarian, Doaba College, Jul- 
lundur City, ts now the librarian of the Delhi Polytechnic Library, Delhi. 


* * * * 
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Unesco’s Book Coupon Scheme 

At a ceremony in Unesco-house on December 6th, Unesco's book cb- 
upon scheme started to operate officially. Representatives of thirieen mem- 
ber states have received book coupons to a total value of Dollar 150.000, 
Six countries are active participants in the scheme; three of these, plu- 
seven other countries, have been given a number of free coupons as an aid 
to library reconstruction. 


The six parcicipating countries are China, Czechoslovakia, France. 
India, Poland and the United Kingdom. Countries presented with free 
coupons are Austria, China, Czechoslovakia, Greece, Hungary, Indonesia 
Iran, Italy, the Philippines and Poland. 


Distributing bodies have been designated in each country which 
takes part in the experiment. These bodies will be responsible for the 
sale of book coupons in their own countries and will serve as information 
centres on all questions relating to the scheme. 


The following distributing bodies have so far been appointed: 


France: Direction des bibliotheques de France, 53 rue Saint-Domini- 
que, Paris(7e). 


INDIA: Ministry of National Education, Government of India, 
New Delhi. 


United Kingdom: Unesco book coupons, C/o Tokens Limited, 
28 Little Russell Street, London, W. C. I. 


Book coupons are intended to serve the needs of both institutions 
and individuals. During the experimental period, however, the number 
of coupons available will be limited. The distributing body in each case 
may therefore have to make its allocations on a priority-hasis whereby 
the needs of educational, scientific and cultural institutions serving a tar 
ge public will receive first consideration. 


The eoupons may be used to buy books on education, science and 
eulture, importation of which is permitted under the laws of the different 
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importing countries. They can also be employed in_ subscribing to 
periodicals, for the purchase of individual volumes or issues, and as 
payment for photo-copies. 


Book coupons are issued for the following sums: 25 cents, Dollar 1.00, 
Dollar 3.00 and Dollar 10.00. The smallest denomination was particularly 
designed to enable purchasers to buy single numbers of periodicals, rep- 
rints, etc., for which payment would be especially difficult under present 
currency regulations in most countries. 


Each country’s distributing body (see above) will sell to the insti- 
tutions or individuals entitled to receive coupons against payment in their 
national currencies, the number of book coupons allocated to them at 
the official dollar-rate prevailing in that country on the date of sale. If 
more than one official rate is in force in a given country, the distributing 
body will indicate the rate applicable for the purchase of book coupons. 
In addition to the face value of a coupon, the purchaser will have to meet 
a slight surcharge, which will vary from 5 percent to 10 percent, acco- 
rding to regulations laid down by each distributing body. Moreover, the 
national distributing bodies will keep book coupon purchasers informed 
about the possibilities of refunding any coupons unused. 


The phrchaser should always try to ascertain the correct price of 
a publication desired and whether it is obtainable, so that the exact 
value of book coupons may be offered in payment. 


During the period of experiment, book coupons will be valid for ten 
months from their stamped date of issue. Unused coupons can be ret- 
urned within this period, subject to the regulations laid down by each 
national distributing body. After the date of expiry no bookseller will 
accept book coupons as payment for orders, and distributing agencies 
will refuse to refund coupons which have not been used. 


Users of book coupons are reminded that they are participating 
in an unprecedented experimental scheme. It is not to be expected that 
evervthing will run quite smoothly at the start. Every participant is 
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urged to co-operate whole-heartedly in making the project a success and, 
in particular, to inform Unesco of difficulties in its parctical application. 


Positive suggestions will also be welcomed. In this way, at the end 
of the experimental stage, all defects should have been effaced and a 
completely satisfactory scheme put into operation. 


(-Unesco Bulletin for Libraries, January 1949) 


100th Anniversary—The New York Public Library, which came 
into existence with the establishment of the Astor Library in 1848, 
celebrated its 100th anniversay from November 22-29, 1948. Among the 
special exhibitions and events was a showing of a hundred treasures of 
the library, which will remain on view for the rest of the year. They 
include some of the world’s most famous first editions, typographical 
rarities, authors’ manuscripts, richly illumined medieval] manuscripts, 
and historical and literary documents. Among these is the first Guten- 
berg Bible to be brought to this country. Bought in London in 1847 
by James Lenox for Dollar 2,600, this Bible was recently insured for 
Dollar 500,000when it was taken from the Library for showing at the 
New YorkGolden Jubilee Exposition. 


On November 22, the first day of the library's anniversary week. 
two new public galleries were opened. The next day a formal rededi- 
cation ceremony was held on the front steps. At that time the library’s 
trustees and officials of New York City rededicated to the people the 
resources of the library. Among the special anniversary exhibitions 
was one comprised of books, prints, and documents illustrating a hundred 
years of activity of the library. Another showed books written during 
the past hundred years by members of its staff. There was also an 
anniversary concert of rare music from the collection of the library's 
music division. 


* 


United States Book Exchange -The United States Book Exchange 
has just reccived a three-year grant totaling Dollar 90,000 from the Roc- 
kefeller Foundation to finance its programme of promoting and facilitating 
the exchange of library materials among U. S. and foreign libraries, 


. - * 
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International Library Conference—Sixty-four representatives of 
libraries and kindred institutions from eleven countries participated in a 
special conference heldin Parison November 21 and 22 to discuss the 
documentation of the United Nations and specialized agencies. 





Participating in the discussions were representatives of the United 
Nations, the International Court of Justice, the International Labor 
Organization, Food and Agriculture Organization, United Nations Educa- 


tional, Scientific, and Cultural Organization, and the International 
Civil Aviation Organization. 


The Conference provided the first opportunity for European libra- 
rians and officials of these inter-governmental organizations to discuss 
common problems concerning documentation. Julien Cain, Administra- 
‘eur General of the Bibliotheque Nationale of France, presided and 
Benjamin Cohen, Assistant Secretary-General, Department of Public 


Information, opened the discussion with comments based on a special 
report submitted to the conference. 


Mr. Cohen stressed the importance of. an effective system of 
classification and indexing in-view of the constantly growing volume of 
douements and the increasing use being made of the meterial. The 
demand for these documents had been sharpend, he said, by the 1947 
resolution of the General Assembly calling for the teaching in schools 
throughout the world of the aims, purposes, and activities of the United 
Nations. Mr. Cohen's suggestion of a permanent commiftee of librarians 
to serve as liaison between libraries and the United Nations received 
enthusiastic approval, and its implementation is now under cosid ration. 


During the genral discussion which followed, it became clear that 
there are two distinct types of libraries receiving the documents, each 
type having different needs. On the one hand, there are those libraries 
which are great repositories of printed materia], the primary purpose 
of which is the permanent conservation of complete files of the docu- 
mentation. 
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These libraries stress the importance of receiving complete doeu- 
mentation, of having available a check list of all documents which would 
indicate material which was classified or out of print, and of establishing 
machinery for completing files of documents now in libraries. These 
libraries show special interest in acquiring microfilm edition of docu- 
ments, in order to facilitate handling and storage. 

On the other hand, there are the libraries which are essentially 
research centres, in which the informotion in all documents, including 
the most recent issues, must be readily available for daily reference use. 
The immediate need of these libraries is complete subject indexes to all 
documents issued to date,. supplemented by current weekly indexes in 
future. 

All the participants stressed the importance of co-ordinating the 
bibliographic work of the United Nations and the specialized agencies by 
the adoption of a common pattern for documentation and for check lists 
and indexes. They also urged that all biblographic aids, including check 
lists and indexes, should be made available in both French and English 
editions. 

The importance of periodic meetings of librarians with the officials 
coneerned with the documents of the inter-governmental organizations 
was stressed by the conference. The hope was expressed that another 
conference would be called within the next year. 


The Conference was held at the initiative and with the generous 
co-operation and support of the Carnegie Endowment for International 
Peace. 

The United States Book Exchange, Inc. 

The Rockefeller Foundation has made a three-year grant, com- 
mencing January 1, 1949, which will provide the USBE with working 
capital for commencing its exchange activities and which will enable 
it rapidly to acquire operating momentum. The Exchange, which has 
for the last several months been sorting and arranging its book stock, 
which is estimated to have a value of over Dollar 100,000, and in enter- 
ing into agreements for participation with individual libraries, will 
soon, as a result of the grant, be able to initiate actual exchange 
operations. 
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Magna Carta 

In accordance with the intention of the special act of Parliament 
which made possible its display in the Library of Congress for a period 
of two years, the original Lacock Abbey Magna Carta of 1225 was 
removed from the exhibit case in which it had been placed on December 
15, 1946. It has been placed in storage in the vaults of the Rare Books 
Division, awaiting its transfer to Mr. A. J. Collins, Keeper of Manus- 
cripts in the British Museum, at an informal ceremony to take place 
at 11 am. Thursday, December 23, in the Rare Book Room. Chief 
Justice Fred M. Vinson of the United States Supreme Court will be 
among the notables who will witness the transfer. 


The Panel of Library Experts 


The Panel of Library Experts to advise on the Library programme 
of UNESCO for 1949 consisted of the following : 
Luther H. Evans, Librarian of Congress, Chairman. 
Ralph A. Beals, Director, New York Public Library. 
John E. Burchard, Dean of Humanities, Massachusetts Institute of 
Technology. 


Verner W. Clapp, Chief Assistant Librarian, Library of Congress. 
Donald Coney, Director of Libraries, University of California. 
Milton E. Lord, Director, Boston Public Library. 

Ralph R. Shaw, Librarian, U. S. Department of Agriculture. 
Ralph A. Ulveling, Librarian, Detroit Public Library. 

Carl M. White, Director, Columbia University Libraries. 


Nehru Abhinandan Granth 

The Nehru Abhinandan Granth Committee which is presenting 
Commemoration Volumes in Hindi and English to the Prime Minister 
of India on the completion of his 60th year in November next, desires to 
have access to photographs, authentic anecdotes, and personal letters of 
public interest for inclusion in them. The Committee will undertake to 
return these things with due care and acknowledgements will be made in 
respect of the used ones. Correspondence may kindly be addressed to 
the Nehru Abhinandan Granth Committee, Prabhudyal Buildings, 
Yonnaught Circus, New Delhi. 
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Best Books of the Decade” 


“ In the multitude of counsellors there is safety ’ (Proverbs XI: 14), 
quotes Asa Don Dickinson who polled the counsellors to complete The 
Best Books of the Decade : 1936-1945. His book combines hundreds of 
lists published by eighty-six authorities and comes up with the 400 Best 
of the Bests. Because of the multiplicity of his sources he has been able 
to award a point score to each book, 


The 400 Best are in alphabetical order by author who is identified 
by dates, occupations, education, etc. His title’or titles follow. This 
entry includes date of publication, publisher and price. The rating the 
book earned is given as is also the number of pluses and minuses scored 
in the Book Review Digest (this monthly digests or reports reviews in 
some ninety periodicals). Following these are quotations from leading 
reviews that suggest the contents of the book and why it isa Best. A 
full page and more is required to include this information for many 
authors. 


A secondary list in the book is called. “The Runners-Up.” It is.a 
list of 600 titles by author with date of publication and points scored. It 
appears in the appendix which also includes a title index of he “ 400.” 


Between the main list and the appendix are an amazing number 
(23 to be exact) of classified lists. Under the point method of scoring, 
each book listed falls automatically into its proper niche in a classified 
list. There are: The Fifty Best Books, The Twenty Best American, 
The Twenty Best British, The Best American Fiction, The Best British 
and Foreign Fiction, The Best Science, Art, Poetry, Religion, Drama, 


Travel, Russia, War, etc., also a list of the Best Authors. 








“Dickinson, Asa Don. The Best Books of the Decade: 1936-1945. 
288p. Dollar 3.00. New York: H. W. Wilson Co. 
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Best Books of the Decade’ 


“ In the multitude of counsellors there is safety ’ (Proverbs XI: 14), 
quotes Asa Don Dickinson who polled the counsellors to complete The 
Best Books of the Decade : 1936-1945. His book combines hundreds of 
lists published by eighty-six authorities and comes up with the 400 Best 
of the Bests. Because of the multiplicity of his sources he has been able 
to award a point score to each book, 


The 400 Best are in alphabetical order by author who is identified 
by dates, occupations, education, ete. His title or titles follow. This 
entry includes date of publication, publisher and price. The rating the 
book earned is given as is also the number of pluses and minuses scored 
in the Book Review Digest (this monthly digests or reports reviews in 
some ninety periodicals). Following these are quotations from leading 
reviews that suggest the contents of the book and why it isa Best. A 
full page and more is required to include this information for many 
authors. 


A secondary list in the book is called. “The Runners-Up.” It isa 
list of 600 titles by author with date of publication and points scored. It 
appears in the appendix which also includes a title index of he “ 400.” 


Between the main list and the appendix are an amazing number 
(23 to be exact) of classified lists. Under the point method of scoring, 
each book listed falls automatically into its proper niche in a classified 
list. There are: The Fifty Best Books, The Twenty Best American, 
The Twenty Best British, The Best American Fiction, The: Best British 
and Foreign Fiction, The Best Science, Art, Poetry, Religion, Drama, 


Travel, Russia, War, etc., also a list of the Best Authors. 





*Dickinson, Asa Don. The Best Books of the Decade: 1936-1945. 
288p. Dollar 3.00. New York: H. W. Wilson Co. 
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Van Wyck Brooks heads the last-mentioned list with fomr books 
and a total of 1711 points, Steinbeck is second with four books and 1068 
points, Marquand and Carl’Van Doren-also have four books with total 
scores of 919 and 900 points. Aldous Huxley leads in number of books 
(5) but his total point score of 483 puts him in 13th plaee. For Whom 
the Bell Tolls easily leads the list of the fifty best. It is followed by 
Grapes of Wrath, Lee's Lieutenants, New England: Indian Summer and 
Flowering of New England. 


The Best Books of the Decade is obviously the best for all those 
buying for virtually all types of libraries, including the home. It is a 
delight to all interested in the world of books. 


Art and Thought’ 


This is indeed a great work an international cooperative endeavour 
in which eminent scholars of the world, authorities on Religion, Art, 
Literature, Mythology and Metaphysics as related to India, China, Persia, 
Babylonia and the Western World have j>ined hands together to pay 
homage to Dr. Ananda K. Coomarswamy (who himself enriched art 
and thought), by their invaluable contributions breaking the narrow 
national and racial boundries. We can call it a conglomeration of 
different ‘cultures and chanels of thought which have nurtured and 
‘furrowed the civilisation of different countries. “This is an amazing 
wealth of information, amassed in ‘a commendable manner. It marks the 
end of an era which inspired generations influenced by Hindu, Buddhist, 
Christian, Jain and Islamic‘religions, welding together the writers inherit- 
ing the glorious heritage of the past. 


The one lesson this book imparts to the reader is that our leaders 
should have a sense of loyalty to Man himself leaving aside the _materia- 
listic, selfish conception of life. The suicidal game of the denial of Man 
must stop and the rehabilitation of Man must take place so as to eradicate 





"Iver, K. B, ed. Art and Thouht : Issued in ~ heneur of Dr. Anends 
K. Coomataswamv on the occasion of his 70th birthday. 1947. 259p. 
36Sh. London : Luzac & Company. Ltd. 
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the poverty of his soul. The traditional values and glories must be re- 
established to have true international co-operation ushering in a new 
world order in spite of politicians and dictators. 


During the last war we saw the colossal wastage of precious 
lives and values. The fanatical Fascists destroyed the traces of past 
civilization and resting on their oars the victors failed to vanquish their 
lust for power. The patterns and colours given to us by the great artists 
were obliterated and the race for curbing down the liberty of the weaker 
nations was begun. It is the effort of the writers of this volume to take 
us out of the morass, darkness of the present age and to lift us out of the 
depths of ignorance and hatred. It is a worthy attempt to help Man to 
regain his mental equilibrium as Mr. lLyer says in his Introduction 
which he had lost through the turmoil, stress and stain. We have been 
given here the fruits of mature minds who have been pioneers in their 
own spheres. With their profound wisdom and deep understanding and 
integrity they raised a world of which any body can be proud at least 


those who believe in the goodness of humanity and who have faith 
in Man. 


India has made a contribution in this respect. It is not denied that 
there is the corruption of the soul, the moral degradation, the morbid 
social condition, but these were inherited from the foreign ruler. Yet it 
must be said that there is a good deal in our country of human wrongs 
that can be diminished, of human sufferings that can be remedied. The 
task before us is to change the spirit of the people, rescue it from apathy 
and despair, give it legitimate pride in its past and ardent hope in its 
future. The chief leaders of the Renaissance in Art and Religion, who 
are the contributors to this volume, and have worked fora mental and 
spiritual revolution, are sure to help us to get out of the mess in which 
we have fallen, Our past is not inglorious; our civilization was not 
confined to the boundaries of our country. 


It is difficult to single out any writer for his remarkable contribu- 
tion. Everyone of them has written ina manner which is original, 
scholarly and dignified. They have dealt with the subject matter ina 
most commendable way. The attempt is highly praiseworthy. The 


DECEMBER, 1948 129 





culture and civilization-all can drink deep into the reservoir provided by 
the eminent writers whose contributions have been assembled in this 
volume which can enrich any library of the world. We congratulate Mr. 
[yer and the publishers for their laudable object in presenting this great 
book to the readers. 


—A.C.B. 
Early Indus Civilizations® 


This is the second edition of the book made at the request of the 
Indian students who want to learn about the ancient Indus civilization. 
Dr. Mackay gives comprehensive study of the Mohenjo-Daro and Havap- 
pa civilization bringing out clearly before the readers’ minds’ eyes the 
ancient cities and the people, merchants, craftsman, fishermen and 
farmers ‘and various other things. He has added description of the little 
town of Chanhu-Daro which lies at a distance of about 80 miles South- 
East of Mohenjo-Daro and East of the present Indus river, the work is 
original and Dr. Mackay report on the various excavations is thought 


provoking. A number of plates an air photograph of the site and plans 
of various periods have been included. 


Dr. Mackay thinks that the great city-Mohenjo-Daro was not only 
most efficiently governed in all municipal matters, town planning, the 
alignment of its buildings, drainage and sanitation, but was also known 
for the existance of walls and gates and watch-towers at strategic points. 
The regime was a theocracy. About Harappa culture he has a good deal 
so say. He has made a special] study of the pottery, especially in relation 
to the wares and other regions of the Middle East. The American and 
British archaeologists have already pointed out to us the importance 
of this study of Dr. Mackay’s work takes us forward toa more 
constructive outlook and a systematised endeavour. 


“Mackay, Ernest. Early Indus Civilizations, revised and enlarged by 
Dorothy Mackay, 2nd edition, 1948. 169p. Illustrations-Plates XXXIV, 
Price in stiff covers 15sh, Cloth Binding 17sh. 6d. London: Luzac 
& Company Ltd. 
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He opens his book with the description of the ancient cities of the 
Indus, describes architect and masonry in Mahenjo-Daro and Harappa 
followed by information on religions of the people, dress and personal 
ornaments, tools and weapons used by the inhabitants, arts and crafts 
customs and amusements. The significance of the deity of the Harappa 
civilization interpretation of the seal of the ancient Indus civilization 
on tables, copper and pottery and a number of tools have been clarified 
to the relief of the scholars. 








After the partition of India, the importance of Mohenjo-Daro and 
Harappa has not been diminished for the scholars of history, culture and 
Civilization. Those twocivilizations still give a valuable information 
which is useful for further exploration inthe field of research. The 
things concerning early Indus civilization have still importance. They 
have enriched the history of India and thrown floodlight on the mode of 
| living in the past of which India is still proud. The worship of the deity 

like the Mother Goddess is still prevalént and its conception can be traced 
back to the civilization of the Indus Valley. How the Hindus came 
through the Indus Valley and the Aryan speaking people invaded about 
1200 B. C. is still a matter which attracts notice of the scholars. 





Dr. Mackay’s book is indeed a monumental work providing highly 

useful information. The Indian students will surely welcome it. 
—A.C-B. 
Plan for Education’ 

We must say that this is one of the best descriptive- and Critital 
commentaries on the Sargent Plan dealing with the post war- educational 
development in India. Unfortunately the Sargent Plan has practically 
been shelved and a new Plan put forth by the Central Ministry of Edueat- 
ion. Recently the Advisory Board of Education detailed its -yarious 
schemes for universal education and the medium of instruction. to be 
followed in the schools and colleges. But these schemes, in no case, are 
an improvement upon the Sargent Plan, 


*Pearce , F.G, Plan for Education ;a descriptive and critical com- 

mentary on Post-war Educational Development in India Otherwise 

known as the Sargent Plan ; illustrated by C. H. Moorhouse. 1948. 80p. 
4 Rs. 3/- Bombay: Oxford University Press. 
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The author examines the problems of education and thinks that 
it is the biggest educational structure ever planned in India under the 
guidance of Mr. Sargent. He starts his analysis of the Plan by examin- 
ing its foundations and ground floor (i.e. universal compulsory and free 
basic education), and later on the first and second floors (ie. High School 
education), workshops and laboratories (i.e. technieal education), the 
top storey (ie. university education and the training of teachers) and 
brick-kilns and broken bricks (i.e. adult education, medical service and 
physical education, ete.) 

It is emphasised that there should be co-ordination of education in 
provinces and states and there should be co-ordination of university 
education. Local responsibilities for basic education are assigned. 

The difficulty of implementing the Plan lies in its financial aspect, 
which has not been ignored by the writer of the book. He has answered 
various criticisms levelled against the Plan and regarding the cost to 
be borne and tries to dismiss the critics in an unconvincing manner. But 
the reality is that the annual cost of 200 crores is difficult to be met. 
The tools provided are too costly. However, the Plan is worth ado- 
pting if somehow or other it can be financed. 

The book is sure to interest the lovers of education in India, 


—A.C.B. 
Story of Jawaharlal’ 


This is a very well written book on Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru for the 
school going children. It can even interest the students in the higher 
classes. For an average reader the life-story of India’s great leader 
after the Father of the Nation is sure to attract attention, written as it 
is in a most simple style. As one goes from cover to cover the interest 
goes on increasing and one likes to finish it off at one stretch. 

The story goes right up to the time when Pandit Nehru became 
the Prime Minister of India. 


The book is well illustrated and must be read by those who are 
interested in the freedom of the country and the builders of the nation. 


“*Masani, Shakuntala. The Story of J awaharlal as told to Kum Kum; 
illustrated by the author. 1947. 103p. Rs 3:8 - Bombay: 
Oxford University Press. 
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find of The Mahatma* 


This is a beautiful summary of the teachings of Gandhiji. Quota- 
tions have been culled from his writings on a number of topics and put in 
a systematic form giving a connected story. Its study removes many 
misundtrstandings about Gandhiji’s views and ways of thinking and 
makes his position clearer to the modern mind. 


The significance of the book is enhanced the fact that it was revised 
and approved of by Gandhiji in his life time. We recommend this 
book to all those leaders who want to understand the mind of the Mahatma 
without going through the heavier works by or on him. 


The American Woman in Modern Marriage” 


In this book Dr. Das affirms that a most important achievement of 
American civilization is the growth of personality among American 
women, which is the key to the understanding of their behaviour in all 
social affairs including marriage and the family. With a description of 
the development of this personality as the back-ground, Dr. Das deals 
with the historical d2velopment of modern marriage and defines its 
concept ; analyses the causes and effects of divorce and suggests uniform 
marriage and divorce laws for the whole country as part remedy ; 
describes the American family as a most democratic institution, where 
the children have perfect freedom and wife enjoys with her husband 
equality and partnership in all family affairs and property rights and is 
even entitled to separate domicile and independent citizenship; and 
finally, enunciates an ethical code of modern woman in terms of the 
adjustment of her divergent interests as an individual, a wife, and a 
mother, and advocates unstinted devotion and service between husband 


*Parabhu, R. K. and Rao, U. R. Compl., Mind of Mahatma Gandhi ; 
with a foreword by Sir S. Radhakrishnan. 1946. 226p. Rs, 4 - Bombay : 
Oxford University Press. 


**Das, Sonya Ruth. The American Woman in Modern Marriage, 
1948, 185p. Dollar 3.75. New York: Philosophical Library. 
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and wife as the spiritual basis of conjugal love and the key to conjugal 
happiness. 


The book is readable and contains much information based on 
marriage and divorce reports issued by the United States Census Bureau, 
Statistical Abstracts of the United States, United States Statesman’s 
Yearbook, reports of the League of Nations, etc. 


The Emotions Outline of a Theory’ 


[In this small volume the eminent French philosopher develops a 
new theory of psychological interpretaiion. Delving into the “ magic” 
of the emotional process, he analyzes the roles which fear, lust 
melancholy and anguish play in the life of man, and what is the true 
reality of conscious life. 


GANDHIANA~—-A Bibliography of Gandhian Literature’ 


The total number of books listed in this bibliography are about 
2800. They are according to language—wise : 


Hindi—412, Gujarati—500, Marathi—287, Bengali—117, 
Urdu—54, Kannad—56, Sanskrit—12, Sindhi—4 and English 
about 1400. 


In addition to its practical value as a bibliographical guide this 
reference work is impressive and significant as a record of the steady 
growth of Gandhian studies. It is sure to be highly appreciated both 
by scholars and by any general readers seriously interested in Gandhian 
literature. Addto this the fact that scores of the languages of the 
world have Gandhian literature and references. A search for these will 
need a library travel around the whole world. It should be the pride 
of Indian Librarians to face all these difficulties, overcome them and 
bring ont an exhustive Gandhiana. 


“Sartre, Jean-Paul. The Emotions Outline of a Theory. 1948. 97p. 
Dollar 2.75. New York: Philosophical Library. 

**Deshpande, P. G. Compl., Gandhiana—-A Bibliography of Gandhian 
Litrature. 1948. 239p. Rs. 3-4-0 Ahmedabad: Navajivan Publishing 


House. 
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Children of the U. S. A.” 

This series of three volumes was designed with the idea of creating 
greater international understanding through regional literature. These 
volumes contains stories of life in the 48 States and seven Territories. 

The stories are full of local color, and often bring out some _ special 
holiday or purpose or way of life typical of the region. Refreshingly 
enough, they are not merely narratives about children of different places, 
but are real children’s stories, holding the reader in suspense, making 
him feel he has a lot of delightful friends. Miss Cook had been at the 
task of compiling these stories for the last eight or nine years, we can 
guess that the search for the right story for each region or locality was 
rather canstant, and discovery each time something of an event. 

In her introductory note to each volume, Miss Cook says, that the 
stories in the series were written to tell boys and girls how others of 
their ages in different parts of the country live, work and play. By 
reading these stories young readers of India and Pakistan will learn 
something of the lives in which Children of America are interested 
throughout the States and Territories. 


‘The three volumes are bound in textbook style. They are bright 
to look at, in green, orange, and light blue ; and contain about 250 illus- 
trations all together, many in colour, and ten pictorial maps. 

Miss Cook has travelled throughout the U. S. A. and contributed 
many articles in the American Magazines. Her latest article on ‘ Inter- 
national Understanding through Rigional Literature ’ was published in 
‘THE WORLD’S CHILDREN ’. 

“Isabella Series ””* 

Miss Emilie Blackmore Stapp, author of the Series is a well-known 
in the world of Children. In “ Isabella, the Wise Goose’’, with its 
amusing pictures of a view but kindly goose, who prepared to live in 
the world of make believe, is sure to appeal and attract to young children 

“CHILDREN OF THE U. 8S. A., compiled by Marion Beldon 


Cook. New York: Silver Burdett Company, Dollar 1.40 each ; Stories 
from the East and North; Stories from the West; Stories from the South. 


“™ ISABELLA SERIES’ by Emilie Blackmore Stapp. Winchester : 
Winslow Press, Inc. Dollor 1.50 each. Isabella, The Wise Goose ; Isabella’s 
Big Secret ; Isabella, The Bride. 
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of all nations. “ Isabella’s Big Secret’, is a sequel to “ Isabella, the 
Wise Goose”. Children of all lands, who have read “ Isabella, the Wise 
Goose ’’, will surely welcome this book. George Rock, tne famous artist 
of Boston made the thirty-four drawings in colour to illustrate new 
adventure of this loveable old goose. 

“ Isabella, the Bride ’’, contains stories about the animals and dolls of 
Friendship Farm originated in a miniature fairy land in Wiggins, 
Mississippi. All the dools at the Friendship Farm and Dickie, Jean and 
Suzanne have been breathlessly awaiting one of the happiest weddings 
in all storyland. Here the Bride, loveable Isabella, the Goose, comes 
with Alexander, King of Goooseland and rest from her remarkable flight 
all over the United States selling bonds for Uncle Sam. 

This is another appealing story created by Miss Stapp from this 
wonderful word of make-believe about her irresistible old goose who 
magically lays golden eggs for the children she loves, and wins a hand- 
some King as well /sabella, the Bride. 

All the three volumes in the Series are so well produced, illustrated 
and bound beautifully must be in the shelves of Children’s Sections of 
Indian Libraries. 


PUBLICATIONS RECEIVED 


A Librarian looks at Readers—Observation for Book Selection and 
Personal Service, by Ernest A. Savage. 1947. 231p. 15 Sh. London : 
The Library Association. 

Bearing Witness to the Truth, 4, Harold Cook Phillips. 1949. 219p. 
Dollar 2.50 New York: Abingdon-Cokesbury Press. 

Great Art and Children’s Worship, by Jean Louice Smith. 1948. 200p. 
Dollar 2.50. New York: Abingdon-Cokesbury Press. 

Gandhiana—A Bibliography of Gandhian Literature ; compiled by P. G. 
Deshpande. 1948. 239p. Rs. 3-4-0. Ahmedabad: Navajivan Publishing 
House. 

Introduction to Reference Books, /, A. D. Roberts. 1948. 181p. London ; 
The Library Association. 

Mahatma Gandhi An interpretation, by E. Stanley Jones. 1948. 160p. 
Dollar 2.00. New York: Abingdon-Cokesbury Press. 

Preface to Library Science, ) S. R. Ranganathan ; with a Foreword by 
Sir Maurice Gwyer. 1948. 203p. Rs. 9/- Delhi: University Library. 


136 INDIAN LIBRARIAN 























Subject Guide to United States Government Publications, by Herbert 
S. Hirshberg and Carl H. Melinat. 1947. 228p. Chicago: American 
Library Association. 

The American Woman in Modern Marriage, by Sonya Ruth Dass. 1948. 
185p. Dollar 3.75. New York: Philosophical Library. 

The Best Books of the Decade 1936 —1945, by Asa Don Dickinson. 1948, 
288p. Dollar 3.00. New York: H. W. Wilson Company. 

The Christian Faith and Secularism, Hidited by J. Richard Spann. 1948. 
296p. Dollar 2.50. New York: Abiagdon-Cokesbury Press. 

The Emotions outline of a theory, by Jean-Paul Sartre , translated from 
the French by Bernard Frechtman. 1948. 97p. New York: 
Philosophical Library. 

The English New Testament from Tyndale to the Revised Standard 
Version, by Luther A. Weigle... 1949. 158p. Dollar 2.00. New York: 
Abingdon-Cokesbury Press. 

The fellowship of the Saints—An Anthology of Christian . devotional 
literature, Compiled by Thomas S. Kepler. 1948. 800p, Dollar 7°50. 
New York: Abingdon-Cokesbury Press. 

The Royal Society Scientific Information Conference, 21 June—2 July 
1948—Report and Papers. 1948. 723p. £1-5-0. London: 

The Royal Society. 

The Teaching of Sanskrit, by Professor D. G. Apte.' 1948. 56p. Re. 1/-. 
Baroda: Padmaja Publications. 

Young Teaoher’s Guide—A.Summary of practical points -on-. teaching, 
by the Rev. R. Conesa. 1949. 53p. Re. 1/-. Bombay: Padma 
Publications Limited. 


Children’s Literature 
“ Children of the U.S. A.” 

Stories from the East and North, Compiled by Marion Beldon Cook 
Illustrated by George Avison: 1945. 284p. Dollar 140 New York: 
Silver Burdett Company. ; 


Stories from the West, Compiled by Marion Weldon -Cook—TIllustrated 
by Robert Smith. 1946. 319p. Dollar 1.40. New York: Silver 
Burdett Company. 

Stories from the South, Compiled by Marion Beldon Cook—TIllustrated 
by Millard McGee. 1946. . 287p. Dollar. 1.40. New York: Silver 
Burdett Company. 


“ Isabella Series ”’ 

Isabella, the Wise Goose, by, Emilie Blackmore Stapp—Illustrated by 
Forest Orr. 1940. 93p. Dollar 1.50. Winchester: Winslow Press. 

Isabella’s Big Secret, )y Emilie Blackmore S.app—TIllistrated by George 
Rock. 1946. 71p. Dollar 1.50. Winchester: Wiaslow Press. 


Isabella, the Bride, jy Emilie Blackmore Stapp—lIllustrated by George 
Rock. 1947. 86p. Dollar 150. Wincheste: Winslow Press. é 
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OUTSTANDING BOOKS OF EVENT AND THOUGHT 


1948 


SOCIAL BACKGROUND OF INDIAN NATIONALISM 
—A. R. DESAI. 

REGIONAL PLANNING IN INDIA—R. BALKRISHNA. 

TO THE BUILDERS OF TOMORROW— MADHURI DESAI. 

NEHRU ON GANDHI—JAWAHARLAL NEHRU. 

GLIMPSES OF WORLD HISTORY—JAWAHARLAL NEHRU. 

THE GATHERING STORM—WINSTON CHURCHILL. 

INSIDE U.S. A.—JOHN GUNTHER. 

THE AMERICAN WOMAN IN MODERN MARRIAGE 
—SONYA RUTH Das. 

A STUDY OF HISTORY—ARNOLD J. TOYNBEE. 

CRUSAD IN EUROPE—DwIGHt D. EISENHOWER. 

CATALINA--W. SOMERSET MAUGHAM. 

HOW TO STOP WORRYING AND START LIVING—CARNEGIE 

MAHATMA GANDHI—E. STANLEY JONES. 

THE PAGEANT OF INDIA’S HISTORY—G. E. SEN. 

PEACE OF MIND—LIEBMAN. 

WINE, WOMEN AND WORDS—BILLY ROSE. 

LAUGHTER IN THE NEXT ROOM—SITWELL. 

DOCTOR FAUSTUS—THOMAS MANN. 

THE NAKED AND THE DEAD-—NORMAN MAILER. 

MIND AND BODY—FLANDERS DUNBAR. 

GENTLEMAN’S AGREEMENT—LauRA Z. HOBSON. 

ROAD TO SURVIVAL—WILLIAM VOGT. 

THE RUNNING OF THE TIDE—ESTHER FORBES. 

UNTOUCHABLES—B. R. AMBEDKAR. 

PRICE OF LIBERTY — YusuF MEHERALLY. 

NO PEACE AT ALL—D. F. KARAKA. 

WAR OF INDEPENDENCE —V. D. SAVARKAR. 

AN INDIAN PILGRIMAGE—SUBHAS CHANDER BOSE. 

INDIAN STRUGGLE— SUBHAS CHANDER BOSE. 

THORNS AND THISTLES—GULAB SINGH. 

DELHI DIARY—M. K. GANDHI. 
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Recent Additions 
General 


Five Great Modern Irish Plays. (Modern Library No. 30). 

Joyce, J. A Portrait of the Artist asa Young Man. (M. L. No. 145). 

Morley, C. Parnassus on Wheels. (M. L. No. 190). 

Peltz, ag E. and Lawrence, R. The Metropolitan Opera Guide. (M. L. G. 
o. G48). 

Rostand, E. Cyrano De Bergerac. (M. L. No. 154). 

Twain, M. Tom Sawyer and Juckleberry Finn. (M. L. G. No. G49). 

oon Famous Plays of the Restoration and 18th Century. (M. L. G. 
o. G10). 


Philosophy and Psychology 

Aristotelian Society—Proceedings, Vol. 48. 1947-48. 

Cleeton, G. U. and Masson, C. W. Executive Ability: Its discovery and 
development. 

Heath, C. W. What People Are—A Study of Normal Youngmen. 

Isherwood, C. (ed) Vedanta for the Western World. 


Sociology — General 


De Schweinitz, K. People and Process in Social Security. 

Maddux, P. The Case for Adoption. 

Economics 

Agriculture in an expanding economy. 

Berge, W. Cartels challange to a free world. 

Butters, J. K. and Lintner, J. Effect of Federal taxes on growing enter- 
prises. 

Curran, K. J. Excess profits taxation. 

King, W. L. M. Industry and humanity—A study in the Principles 
underlying industrial reconstruction. 

Vakil. Economic crisis rising prices and falling production. 

Literature—General 

Baker, D. V. (ed)Writers of To-Day. 

Bethell, S. L. Essays on literary criticism and the English tradition. 

Booth, E. T. God made the Country. 

Brophy, J. Body and Soul. 

Gordon, G. Moore companionable books. 

Jackso, R. Bookman’s holiday—A Recreation for booklovers. 


India 


Gadgil, D. R. Some observations on the Draft Constitution. 
Janaki, M. Constituent Assembly—Bar Council Lectures. 
Karmarkar, A. P. Cultural history of Karnataka. 

Mookerji, R. The Gupta Empire. 

Taylor, E. Richer by Asia. 
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Fourth Year 


POPULATION ESSAY CONTEST 


PRIZE Rs. 500/- 


Friends of the Good Parents Association have Contributed Hundreds 
of Rupees Towards the Contest 


The Contest will deepen the friendship uniting the Population of 
India, Pakistan, Ceylon and Burma. It will honour young leaders of 
thought who show ability to deal with the problems of Population. The 
prize-winning Essay must be more than five thousand words type- 
written. on one side of the paper only. It should be written in the 
official language of India or Pakistan. One typed copy should be sub- 


mitted by May 30, 1949. The date of award shall be August 15, 1949. _ 


The following topics are only a few examples of the many acceptable. 

- The Nature and Measurement of Population Pressure. 

- Population Pressure of the Soviet Union. 

- Population Policies of Nations with High Population Pressure. 

- Population and Differential Fertility. 

The Relation between Edueation and Fertility. 

The Relation between Intelligence Quotient and Fertility. 

- New Principles and Methods of Low-cost Education for Children. 

. Use of Motion Pictures, Chain-teaching, Comics,. Pamphlets, 
and Co-operative Libraries in Educating Yonng People. 

. Economic Effects of Postponement of Marriage, Education for 
Parenthod, and Saving Money toward the. Costs of Raising 
Children. 

10. Standards of Living. of Large Families- 

11. Effect of Large Families on the Net Reproduction Rate. 

12. Net Reproduction Rate of the Parsees. 

13+ Mortality,of Infants. Toddlers, and Children in India & Pakistan. 

14. The Cure and Prevention of Fatal Diseases of Childhood. 

15. Reduction and Prevention of Death before Age Thirty. 

16. Population and Family Planning, 

17. Arguments for and against Family Planning. 

18. The future of Family Planning. 

19. How to market a Pamphlet on Family Planning in India & 

Pakistan. 
20. Features of a Family Planning Service. 
21. Organization and Operation of a Family Planning Service.: 


Winners of the Contest :- 


1946 Satya Swaroop.-—Punjab’s Population and Health Problems. 

1947 A. C. Bhatia. —India’s Population and Food Supply. 

1948 S. A. Joshi. — Population Policies of Nations with High 
Population Pressure. 
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SANT RAM BHATIA, Secretary, 
Editor, The INDIAN LIBRARIAN, 
TALBOT HOUSE, The Mall, SIMLA. 
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To Our New Readers & Librarians 
SEPTEMBER, 1948, Vol. 3, No. 2 


CONTAINED :—Philosophy of Public Librarianship, by S. R. Ranga- 
nathan. Uneseo--International Summer School for 
Librarians—-Address, by Arne Kildal. A Short note on 
German Periodicals, by K. Gujrathi. Library World 
News. Reviews. 

By Renewing or Ordering Your Subscription Now, You 
wili have access promptly to the important materal 
appearing in each issue and also escape the danger of 
being unable to obtain back numbers which You may 
particularly desire. 

Subscription: Rs. 8/8 - A Year. Foreign : Dollar 3.50 or 1L6sh. 

THE INDIAN LBRARIAN 
Talbot House, The Mall 


SIMLA (INDIA) 











To Our Advertisers 


The Indian Librarian is the most widely read and quoted Library 
Quarterly. Many prominent Librarians and Educationists in India and 
abroad are among its regular Contributors. It is being subscribed to by 
almost all the Government, University, Public, Municipal, College, School 
and Special Libraries in the Country and by many foreign libraries. and - 
institutions in Great Britain, the United States, Canada, Australia, France, 
Germany, Sweden, Russia, Switzerland, Irelan, Italy, South Africa, Burma, 
and Pakistan. It is the only Library Journal published in the Country. 
It has a most purposeful general circulation. 


RATES OF ADVERTISEMENT 


Full page Half page (Quarter 
Four Insertions eee Rs. LOO 80 70 
Two : we M 60 45 35 
Single ,, 39 25 20 


Advance Evaluation about new Publications, Advertisements 
Books for Review, Booklists, and all other Communications should be 
Addressed to the Editor : 


THE INDIAN LIBRARIAN 


Talbot House, The Mall 
SIMLA (INDIA) 





Printed at The Khalsa Printing Press, 36, Central Hotel, Simla and 
Published by Sant Ram Bhatia, Talbot House, The Mall, Simla, India, 
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“THAT BOOK YOU WANT“™"***5 


LET US GET It FOR YOU 
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ogue Americana Ready-Lists & Catalogues Issued 


ON ALL SUBJECTS 
50,000 BOOKS STOCKED 


PETER EATON 


BOOKSELLER LONDON 
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BOOKS FOR YOUR LIBRARY 


INCIDENTS OF GAND! {11'S LiF 


tad iy Chantnahunbcer Shuble Rs. 10 8 
MRK GANDHI THE MAN —Millie Graham th 

with a Foreword jy C. F. Andrews Re 3 
FATEFUL YEAR— Acharva Kripalani Rs. 212 


OUR COL wERY =e WE Al TH & PEOPLE 


gra Re 


OUR FARMER B. S. Mavinkurve with a 
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reword » Ma al Nanavat Rs. 18 
MAHATMA GANDHI tline hfe bot} Rs. 18 
MALAVYAJI by BJ. Akkad Rs. 1 4 

BOOKS BY DALE CARNEGIE 
BIOGRAPHICAL ROUNDUP Rs. 5 12 
LITTLE KNOWN FACTS BY WELL KNOWN PEOPLE Rs. 412 
FIVE MINUTE BIOGRAPHIES Rs. 4 12 
VORA Be CO. PUBLISHERS Bye 
NO BUILDING, BOMBAY 2 
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